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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1969 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of : 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourteenth  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  social  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1969 . The  report  is 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Services  and  is  in  the  form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The 
sections  dealing  with  environmental  health  and  housing  have  been  compiled  by 
the  public  health  inspectors  to  whom  I am  indebted  . The  final  section  of  the 
report  surveys  briefly  the  personal  health  services  in  the  division  for  which 
the  County  Council  has  the  statutory  responsibility. 

The  vital  statistics  are  generally  favourable  and  reveal  no  adverse 
circumstances  materially  affecting  the  health  of  the  community.  The  prevalence 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  is  again  slight,  though  the  minor 
resurgence  of  measles  is  perhaps  a little  disappointing.  There  is,  however, 
no  reason  to  alter  the  view  expressed  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  last  of 
the  epidemics  of  measles  may  well  have  been  seen,  for  the  evidence  still  points 
to  a rapidly  waning  disease. 

If  nothing  outstanding  occurred  last  year  in  the  practice  of  public  health, 
there  was  at  least  great  activity  over  its  future  structure  with  the  publication 
of  the  Seebohm  and  Redclif fe-Maud  Reports  and,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  the  Government’s  Green  Paper  on  the  future  structure  of  the  National  Health 
Service.  No  annual  health  report  would  be  complete  without,  at  least,  a passing 
reference  to  these  reports  whose  recommendations,  if  and  when  implemented, 
will  have  such  profound  effects  on  existing  public  health  practice.  The  changes 
proposed  for  the  social  services  are  known  already  in  some  detail,  the  remainder 
of  the  proposals  are  in  broad  outline  only.  Judgement  upon  them  and  their 
probable  effects  must  await  further  information,  but  most  people  would  agree  that 
the  principles  upon  which  the  proposals  are  based  are  sound  and  generally 
acceptable . 
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continued . . . . 


But  however  sound  the  idea  it  is  the  translation,  into  practice  and  the 
period  of  time  the  process  takes  which  create  the  administrative  problems.  While  the 
old  responsibilities  of  the  health  department  decline  and  until  new  responsibilities 
arise  to  take  their  place  the  work  of  the  smaller  department  will  be  that  less 
interesting  and  that  less  rewarding.  A gap  will  be  left  in  the  administrative 
structure  which,  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  future,  may  lead  to  indecision 
in  the  present . It  is  unfortunate  that  all  the  changes  proposed  cannot  become 
operative  at  one  and  the  same  time.  It  must  be  hoped  that  the  period  of  change 
will  be  short  in  the  interest  not  only  of  those  who  work  in  public  health  but 
equally  of  the  community  which  they  serve . 

May  I,  in  conclusion,  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  health  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for 
their  valuable  support  . 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.S.  HYND 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall, 

Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts  . 


June,  1970. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1 . General  Statistics 

Area 7,193  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1969  66,200 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1969  20,888 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1969  £4,431,609 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1969/70  £18,350 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  475  499  974 

Illegitimate  41  30  71 


Total  ...  516  529  1,045 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.8 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 13.4 

Still  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  5 14  19 

Illegitimate  1 2 3 


Total  ...  6 16  22 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  11.6 

Deaths : 

Males  244,  Females  220  464 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  7.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  6 4 10 

Illegitimate  4 - 4 


Total  ...  10  4 14 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  13.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  10.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  56.3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  10.5 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  10.5 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  31.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  2.40 

Cancer  1.75 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  0.92 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.01 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  0.00 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.03 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid-1969  was  66,200 
as  compared  with  65,300  at  mid-1968.  The  natural  increase  of  population  or  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  581 . 

Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  0.85  and  1.48  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differ  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability 
factor  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year . 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total  of 
1,045  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  101  on  the 
previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  13.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  14.9  for  the  previous  year  and  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  22  still  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  eight  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  20.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  12.1  for  1968 
and  with  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  464,  (244  males,  220  females) 
a decrease  of  twenty-four  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  11.2  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System,  Respiratory  Diseases.  x 

Of  the  116  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in  31 
instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  13.4  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
15.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15  - 24  years 
25  - 34  years 
35  - 44  years 
45  - 54  years 
55  - 64  years 
65  - 74  years 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

10 

4 

14 

- 

1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

10 

3 

13 

29 

13 

42 

41 

13 

54 

64 

50 

114 

82 

134 

216 

All  Causes: 


244  220  464 


Causes  of  Death  in  1969 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

2 

- 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

6 

7 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ...  ... 

2 

6 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

23 

8 

31 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ... 

- 

10 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ... 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

3 

- 

3 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

18 

21 

39 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Endocrine  etc . Diseases  

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders  ...  

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

1 

3 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

5 

7 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

60 

40 

100 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

11 

24 

18 

39 

29 

63 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

11 

8 

19 

Influenza  

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  . ...  ... 

21 

10 

31 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

20 

1 

21 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  . 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

4 

5 

Hyperplasia  Of  Prostate  

2 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

2 

4 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

6 

7 

Congenital  Anomalies  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

4 

1 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

4 

1 

5 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ... 

2 

5 

7 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

3 

1 

4 

All  Other  External  Causes  

1 

1 

2 

ALL  CAUSES: 

• • • 

• • • 

244 

220 

464 
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Infant'  Mortality  in  1969 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and, 
though  continuing  "hard",  is  of  excellent  bacteriological  quality.  The  one 
unsatisfactory  sample  related  to  water  which  had  passed  through  a storage  tank  at 
a school  and  showed  some  contamination.  The  tank  was  cleaned  and  sterilised  and  a 
subsequent  sample  was  satisfactory.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  dwellings 
supplied  by  wells  or  bores  - twenty. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has 
no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains  and 
from  wells; 


Total  number  in  Borough 

Dwellings 

21,055* 

Persons 

66,200+ 

Number 

Number 

supplied  from  main  

supplied  by  wells  

21,035 

20 

66,133 

67 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer 
+ Registrar-General ' s estimate 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1969 


Description  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsat 

Main  supply  - chlorinated  

15 

14 

1 

Swimming  Pool  

35 

35 

- 
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Public  Swimming  Pool 


The  modern  open-air  swimming  pool  at  Churchill,  Park  Road  is  owned  by  the 
Borough  Council.  It  has  a capacity  of  320,000  gallons,  is  filled  from  the  main 
water  supply,  and  is  equipped  with  filters  and  break  point  chlorination  plant. 

A good  summer  boosted  attendances  to  189,265.  All  the  samples  taken  from 
the  Council's  Churchill  Pool  were  of  the  usual  high  standard. 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  Borough,  except  the  Felden  area  where  Ministry 
permission  is  awaited  to  provide  the  necessary  sewers,  is  on  main  drainage. 

A survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  town  was  undertaken,  to  ascertain  how 
many  houses  were  without  the  standard  amenities.  The  results  showed  that 
there  is  ample  scope  for  the  use  of  improvement  or  standard  grants  to  bring 
houses  up  to  a reasonable  standard.  Of  the  houses  visited,  the  following 
fell  short  of  what  is  today  considered  normal  requirements : - 


No  internal  water  closet  349 
No  bath  or  shower  330 
No  wash  hand  basin  364 
No  hot  water  system  265 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  

6 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

247 

63 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

33 

69 

8 

- 

Totals:  

286 

132 

11 

- 

13  - 


2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 

were  in- 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

stituted 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  

5 

4 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective... 

6 

6 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  

1 

**" 

" 

Total:  

12 

10 

- 

- 

- 

3 . OUTWORKERS : 


Making  wearing  apparel  53 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  22 

Making  brushes  12 

Miscellaneous  8 


Total : ...  95 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General : 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  133 

Housing  Acts  44 

Sanitary  survey  660 

Improvement  Grants,  Purchases,  Land  Charges  enquiries  ...  122 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  61 

Overcrowding  and  multiple  occupation  27 

Water  supplies  46 

Drainage  383 

Refuse  Disposal  97 

Moveable  dwellings  174 

Factories  and  workplaces  63 

Building  Sites  69 

Demolition  Sites  100 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  - General  inspections  71 

- Other  visits  300 

Agricultural  premises  16 

Swimming  Pool  8 

Shops  Act  25 

Petroleum  Acts  482 

Pet  Animals  Act  9 

Consumer  Protection  17 

Pests  Act  - Rats  and  Mice  1,276 

Noise  Abatement  Act  74 

Dirty  and  Verminous  premises  10 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  251 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  2,211 

- visits  to  measuring  apparatus  234 

Smoke  observations  and  visits  191 

Fairgrounds  2 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  570 

Interviews  1,768 

Food  hygiene  lectures  66 

Talks  to  organisations  22 

Attendances  at  court  30 

Other  visits  717 


Food  Premises 


Slaughterhouses  6 

Butchers  shops  114 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  46 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  99 

Bakehouses  29 

Licensed  premises  66 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  108 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  215 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  68 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  24 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  454 

Food  vending  machines  21 

Food  inspection  visits  277 

Food  and  drugs  sampling  77 

Other  samples  41 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Out stand in 

31.12.68. 

1969 

1969 

31.12.69, 

Formal 

4 

2 

6 

“ 

Informal 

• • • •••  (it  ••• 

179 

273 

289 

163 

Total 

183 

275 

295 

163 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Clean  Air 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  smoke  control  programme  continued,  although  financial  restrictions 
caused  a slowing  down;  at  the  present  rate  it  will  be  some  years  yet  before 
the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  smokeless. 

On  the  1st  July,  the  Chaulden  No. 2 Area  came  into  operation.  This  is  the 
eighth  smoke  control  area  in  the  town,  giving  a total  of  2,878  acres  where 
only  smokeless  fuel  is  burned.  The  Minister  has  approved  the  Adeyfield  No.l 
Order,  a further  253  acres,  due  to  commence  on  the  1st  June,  1970,  and  the 
preliminary  survey  of  the  Adeyfield  No. 2/Town  Centre  Area  will  begin  early 
in  1970. 

The  table  sets  out  the  average  monthly  deposit  figures  and  the  ratio 
between  the  concentrations  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  at  the  four 
measuring  stations  situated  in  the  Borough.  The  figures  show  no  great 
deviation  from  those  of  the  preceding  year;  what  differences  there  are,  are 
more  likely  to  be  due  to  varying  climatic  conditions.  An  example  of  how  the 
ground  level  concentrations  are  affected  in  this  way  was  to  be  found  in  the 
smoke  readings  for  "Bonfire  Night"  - 5th/6th  November.  There  was  little 
air  movement,  and  concentrations  were  4^  times  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
month . 
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MONTHLY  AVERAGES  AT  MEASURING  STATIONS 
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No  Reading  or  Insufficient  Data  for  Averaging. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 


1 . Registration  and  Inspection 

There  were  41  new  registrations  of  premises,  each  of 
which  was  subject  to  a general  inspection.  30  other  premises 
also  received  a general  inspection  and  371  other  visits  were 
made.  The  563  premises  on  the  register  comprise  164  offices, 

330  retail  shops,  18  wholesale  shops  and  warehouses,  49  catering 
establishments  and  canteens  and  two  fuel  depots,  employing 
3,264  males  and  3,503  females  a total  of  6,767. 

2 . Accidents 

39  accidents  were  reported,  which  involved  injury 
requiring  more  than  three  days  sick  leave  . Some  were  due 
to  sheer  carelessness  and  should  never  have  happened . Some 
serious  injuries  were  caused,  including  the  loss  of  an  eye 
by  a fork  lift  truck  driver. 


Type  of  Premises 

3 offices  13  retail  shops,  18  wholesale  shops  and 
warehouses,  1 catering  premises  and  4 canteens  were 
involved  in  accidents . 

Causes  of  Accidents 

Machinery  and  vehicles  7 

Hand  Tools  5 


Falls 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 


10 


object  or  person 


2 

13 

1 

1 


Handling  goods 

Struck  by  falling  object 

Other 


Resulting  Injuries 


Fractures  and  dislocations 
Sprains  and  strains 
Amputation  - removal  of  eye 
Open  wounds  and  surface  injuries 
Bruising  and  crushing 
Burns 


3 

13 

1 

9 

12 

1 
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HOUSING 


Slums 

There  are  no  slums  in  Hemel  Hempsteadnor  are  there  twilight  areas  or 
large  numbers  of  unfit  dwellings.  Of  course  there  are  properties  in  the 
older  parts  of  the  town  which  are  wearing  out  and  a few  each  year  reach  the 
stage  when  they  are  no  longer  fit  for  habitation  and  the  cost  to  make  them 
so  is  unreasonable;  they  are  made  subject  to  demolition  or  closing  orders, 
or  an  undertaking  is  accepted  in  which  the  owners  agree  not  to  use  them  as 
dwellings.  One  demolition  order  and  eleven  closing  orders  were  made. 

Improvement  of  Houses 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  numerous  houses  which  are  soundly  constructed 
but  lack  some  of  those  amenities  which  are  nowadays  considered  essential  - 
a sink,  a bath  or  shower,  a wash  hand  basin,  a hot  water  system,  a water  closet 
which  can  be  entered  directly  from  inside  the  house.  For  some  years  now  grants 
(not  loans)  have  been  available  to  house  owners  to  enable  them  to  install  these 
amenities,  but  they  have  been  little  used  except  by  owner/occupiers.  Many  older 
tenants  do  not  want  to  pay  the  higher  rents  which  can  be  charged  after  the 
improvements,  nor  do  they  want  to  face  the  upheaval  attendant  upon  having  the 
workmen  in  to  do  the  work.  Many  landlords  do  not  want  to  spend  money  on  tenanted 
houses  and  hope  to  gain  possession  in  due  course  so  that  the  properties  can  be 
sold . 


The  Housing  Act  of  1969  increased  the  maximum  amount  of  grants  which  may  be 
paid  and  owners  are  being  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  them.  Substantial 
grants  are  also  available  for  the  improvements  of  dwellings,  the  provision  of 
dwellings  by  the  conversion  of  houses  or  other  buildings  or  the  improvement 
of  houses  in  multiple-occupation.  Owners  who  see  difficulty  in  finding  their 
share  of  the  expenses  should  enquire  about  loans  which  may  be  available  towards 
improvements.  The  Council's  approval  must  be  obtained  before  any  of  the  work 
is  started. 

Very  few  people  realise  that  the  Housing  Act  of  1964  provides  for  the 
tenant  of  a dwelling,  which  is  without  one  or  more  of  the  standard  amenities, 
to  write  to  the  local  authority  with  a view  to  having  them  provided,  and 
the  authority  must  take  certain  action.  One  elderly  tenant  did  this,  and  now 
enjoys  the  comforts  of  an  internal  water  closet,  a bathroom  and  a hot  water 
system.  There  must  be  many  occupiers  of  rented  property  who  would  like  modern 
facilities  in  their  homes  and  they  are  advised  to  get  in  touch  with  the  public 
health  department . 

Houses  Made  Fit 


Four  houses  subject  to  demolition  or  closing  orders  were  repaired  and 
modernised,  and  the  Council  revoked  the  orders.  In  addition,  repairs  were 
completed  at  a further  56  houses,  to  make  them  fit  for  habitation. 

County  Court  Appeal 

In  October  1968  a statutory  notice  was  served  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  1957,  requiring  the  execution  of  repairs  to 
a house  in  Catlin  Street.  The  items  included  roof  repairs,  pointing  to 
brickwork,  replacing  defective  floor  boards  and  defective  wall  and  ceiling 
plaster  and  providing  sub-floor  ventilation. 
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County  Court  Appeal  Cont'd. 


The  owner  appealed  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  County  Court  against  the 
notice  on  the  grounds  that"the  premises  were  incapable  of  being  rendered 
fit  for  human  habitation  at  reasonable  expense,  or  alternatively  that  the 
works  required  by  the  notice  were  unreasonable  and  not  the  proper  method 
of  dealing  with  the  house  or  alternatively  that  the  Council  should  purchase 
the  house".  The  case  was  part  heard  and  adjourned  for  a fortnight  and  the 
Judge  visited  the  house  to  see  conditions  for  himself.  However,  the  owner 
withdrew  the  appeal,  and  the  works  were  subsequently  completed. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

The  1969  Act  introduced  a new  definition  of  a house  in  multiple 
occupation  as  "one  which  is  occupied  by  persons  who  do  not  form  a single 
household".  There  are  not  a great  many  such  houses  in  the  town,  and  a 
survey  is  being  made  to  ascertain  where  they  are  and  what  conditions  in 
them  are  like.  The  Council  has  adopted  recommendations  concerning  the 
number  of  sinks,  wash  basins,  baths,  water  closets  and  so  on  required 
according  to  the  number  of  families  and  persons  in  each  house,  and  several 
properties  have  been  brought  up  to  the  standard  applicable. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks 

"The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Commission  housing  list  as  at  the 
31st  Decmeber  1969  had  again  shown  an  increase  to  2,541.  Of  this  number 
1,707  were  living  in  rooms,  and  834  occupying  separate  accommodation,  which 
was  either  lacking  in  amenities,  or  unsuited  to  their  needs  for  various 
reasons.  In  addition  116  applicants  were  on  the  approved  list  awaiting 
housing  at  the  end  of  this  year,  having  been  selected  through  the  Council's 
points  scheme.  Of  this  number  87  were  living  in  rooms,  and  29  occupying 
separate  accommodation.  Four  applicants  living  in  unfit  properties  were 
also  awaiting  re-housing  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1,378  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year,  which  was  higher 
than  the  figure  for  any  previous  year  to  date. 

120  houses,  flats,  and  old  persons  bungalows  were  built  by  the  Council 
during  the  year,  and  these  together  with  the  chance  vacancies  that  occurred, 
enabled  the  Borough  Council  to  house  117  applicants  from  the  waiting  list, 
and  transfer  159  existing  tenants  to  more  suitable  accommodation.  Three 
tenants  were  also  housed  from  unfit  properties.  The  Commission  for  the 
New  Towns  housed  369  applicants  from  the  Joint  Housing  List,  and  two  tenants 
from  unfit  properties." 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were:- 


( a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Privat 

Enterpri 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Prefabricated  

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

243 

(b)  Completed ; 


Local  Authority 

Privat 

Enterpri 

Number 

Type 

Permanent 

Prefabricated  

21 

3 bedroom/5  person  and 

Nil 

4 bedroom/6  person 

Permanent 

Brick  

99 

Various 

87 

20 


/continued . . . 


The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.69.  was  as  follows :- 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  contracts)  completed  during  1969;- 


Number 

Site 

of 

Type 

Houses 

Highfield  14  

377 

Various 

Lockers  Park  Lane  

68 

3 bedroom/5  person  and 

4 bedroom/6  person 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  contracts)  projected,  i ,e . Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 
at  31.12.69.:- 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 

Houses 

Type 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  B.l. 

(Phase  1)  

193 

Various 

Old  People's  Home,  Grove  Hill 

30 

1 bedroom  flatlets  with  warden 

Anchor  Lane  

9 

1 bedroom  (2  person  flats) 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  B.l. 

( Phase  2 ) 

220 

Various 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Hemel  Hempstead 
Executive)  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town:- 

1.  Estimated  New  Town  Population:  40,000  (at  31.12.69.) 

2 . Housing: 

(a)  Dwellings  constructed  in  1969 


Bed-sitter  18 

1 bedroom  168 

2 bedrooms  26 

3 bedrooms  135 

4 bedrooms  10 

Total  357 

Distribution 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  A 329 

Vauxhall  Road/Field  Road  24 
Lawn  Lane/Cedar  Walk  4 

Total  357 


(b)  Total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  31st  December,  1969 


(including  houses  built  for  sale)  12,065 

(c)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1969: 

Saturn  Way  (O.P.D.'s)  36 
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Industry : 


(a)  Total  number  of  factories  completed  to  31st  December,  1969  70 

(b)  Factories  completed  during  1969  1 

(c)  Extensions  completed  during  1969  5 

(d)  New  factories  under  construction  at  31.12.69 Nil 

(e)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.69 6 


(f)  Estimated  employment  in  main  industrial  area  at  31.12.69 12,980 


4 .  Service  Industry: 


(a)  Number  of  firms  in  operation  at  31.12.69 7 

(b)  New  premises  completed  during  1969  

(c)  New  premises  under  construction  at  31.12.69 Ni 

(d)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.69 Ni 


5 .  Offices : 

(a)  Total  floor  space  completed  to  31.12.69:  374,936  sq.  ft.  (gros 

(b)  Under  construction  at  31.12.69:  232,000  sq . ft.  (gros 


6 .  Shops : 

(a)  Completed  at  31,12.69: 

(i)  Town  Centre  169 

(ii)  Elsewhere  133 

(b)  Completed  during  1969:  Nil 

(c)  Under  construction  at  31.12.69:  2 


7 . 


Schools : 

(a)  Total 

(b)  Total 


number  of 
number  of 


schools  (New  Town)  at  31.12.69 

places  


38 

15,090 
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CARAVANS 


The  caravan  site  for  six  Irish  families  on  Council  land  at  St.  Albans  Hill 
has  almost  completed  its  third  year.  Early  in  1969  the  name  reverted  from  the 
more  recent  "Jarman  Fields"  to  the  original  "Elephant  Farm".  Four  of  the  families 
have  now  been  in  residence  for  fifteen  months  and  two  since  the  summer. 

Advisory  Committee 

The  Advisory  Committee  has  continued  to  meet  regularly  and  it  has  been 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  two  representatives  of  the  local  residents, 
which  ensures  a full  airing  of  problems  which  arise  and  has  provided  much 
better  communications  than  existed  before  . Experience  proves  that  close 
co-operation  with  people  living  nearby  is  essential:  had  this  been  obtained 
from  the  very  beginning  some  difficulties  might  well  have  been  avoided  or  at 
least  overcome  more  quickly. 

Support  Group 

Once  again  the  thanks  of  all  concerned  are  due  to  the  members  of  the 
Support  Group  who  do  so  much  behind  the  scenes  in  fields  where  officialdom 
just  cannot  function. 

Most  of  the  travellers  have  experienced  hospitality  in  their  homes  and 
at  times  of  crisis  the  children  are  "taken  into  care"  at  very  short  notice 
and  without  fuss.  Play  groups  during  school  holidays,  outings,  advice  and 
practical  assistance  in  difficult  times  are  a few  ways  in  which  the  Group 
are  active . Early  in  1970  a play  group  for  under  school  age  youngsters  is 
to  be  started  in  the  community  hut,  which  has  been  transformed  by  the 
Warden  and  is  in  heavy  demand  for  all  kinds  of  activities,  including  a youth 
club.  The  Group  some  time  ago  dissociated  themselves  from  the  Companions  of 
Simon  (from  whom  help  was  received  in  the  early  days  of  the  site)  and  adopted 
the  title  "Group  for  the  Study  of  Minorities  in  Britain",  thus  widening  the 
scope  of  their  activities. 

Warden 

The  Warden  resigned  in  July  and  was  replaced  by  an  older  man  with 
experience  of  English  gypsies  in  Hampshire.  He  has  settled  in  well. 

Schooling 

Most  of  the  children  of  school  age  have  commenced  school  and  some  are 
making  marked  progress.  It  is  impossible  to  compete  with  your  own  age  group 
if  you  are  in,  or  approaching,  the  early  teens  and  can  neither  read  nor  write. 

Boys  in  this  group,  who  are  unprepared  for  secondary  education,  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  attend  primary  school  with  youngsters  half  their  age  or  less  and 
there  are,  therefore,  a few  who  are  not  receiving  any  education.  However, 
five  children  have  progressed  to  a secondary  modern  school  and  reports  from 
there  and  also  from  the  primary  and  junior  schools  are  encouraging. 

Attendance  by  some  is  still  erratic  at  times,  but  when  one  realises  the 
general  late  rising  which  is  a feature  of  the  travelling  life,  the  absence 
of  clocks  and  watches,  and  the  happy-go-lucky  approach  to  life  for  generations 
past,  it  is  quite  surprising  to  find  how  many  are  waiting  for  the  school  bus 
and  how  often.  Much  is  owed  to  the  devoted  attention  given  by  some  of  the 
teachers  who,  in  the  early  days  particularly,  had  perpetual  trials  and 
discouragements  to  overcome . 
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Trespassers 


Until  provision  is  made  throughout  the  country  to  provide  for  all 
travelling  families,  the  few  existing  sites  will  always  be  subject  to 
pressure  from  those  anxious  to  move  on.  Trouble  was  experienced  in  the 
spring  when  three  families  pulled  on  to  Elephant  Farm  and  it  was  some 
weeks  before  they  were  finally  evicted.  Since  then  it  has  been  the 
Council's  policy  to  evict  trespassers  within  a day  or  so  of  arrival  and 
it  has  been  necessary  to  pull  off  a number  of  caravans.  When  a towing 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  family  is  available  no  great  problem  arises. 

In  several  instances  women  with  young  families  arrived,  whose  husbands 
had  gone  away  or  were  in  custody . The  friends  who  towed  them  here  very 
quickly  disappeared  and  the  question  then  arose  "Where  now?"  It  takes  only 
a few  minutes  to  pull  on  to  the  site,  jack  up  a caravan  and  unhitch  the 
towing  vehicle  and  the  Warden  cannot  be  there  day  and  night  to  prevent 
it  happening. 

Fire  Risk 


Caravans  present  a high  fire  risk  and  the  possibility  of  having  to 
deal  with  fire  has  always  been  in  mind.  Unfortunately  fire  precautions 
such  as  extinguishers,  hoses,  or  water  butts  attract  vandals  and  it  is 
difficult  to  know  what  to  suggest.  The  plots  are  spaced  so  that 
a reasonable  distance  is  maintained  between  each  dwelling.  The  value  of 
this  precaution  was  seen  when  just  before  Christmas,  one  caravan  was 
completely  burnt  out,  but  the  damage  was  restricted  to  that  one  alone. 
Fortunately  there  was  no  personal  injury  or  loss  of  life.  The  County 
Welfare  Department  quickly  found  another  caravan  for  the  homeless 
family  and  they  and  other  departments  rallied  round  to  find  the  needed 
furnishings . 

Other  Sites 

There  has  been  continued  pressure  on  the  Council  from  residents  living 
near  Elephant  Farm  to  move  the  caravans  further  away.  Many  of  the  complaints 
received  have  been  justified,  although  not  all  the  alleged  annoyances  were 
caused  by  the  site  people.  The  County  Council  have  actively  pursued  a policy 
designed  to  provide  more  sites  in  the  County  and  have  co-operated  in  finding 
a possible  alternative  in  Three  Cherry  Trees  Lane.  The  proposal  is  now 
being  considered  by  the  various  parties  involved  and  will  have  to  obtain 
Ministry  approval . The  second  part  of  the  Caravan  Sites  Act  of  1968  comes 
into  operation  on  1st  April,  1970.  This  requires  local  authorities  to 
provide  sites  and  should  lead  to  more  definite  action  by  many  Councils  who 
have  so  far  done  nothing.  The  year  1970  should  see  significant  progress 
being  made . 

The  Hemel  Hempstead  site  continues  to  attract  enquiries.  A considerable 
amount  of  information  has  been  sent  through  the  post  and  several  delegations 
from  other  local  authorities  have  visited.  Various  aspects  of  gypsy  life 
are  receiving  attention  as  subjects  for  projects  and  theses  and  help  has 
been  given  to  students  ranging  from  Secondary  Schools  to  a graduate 
preparing  for  his  Ph .D . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Retail  Food  Premises 


The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1969  was : - 


Butchers  33 

Fishmongers  - wet  and  dried  fish  only  1 

- wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  12 

Grocers  37 

Greengrocers  20 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  - not  included  above)  26 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  42 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  69 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  46 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (included  above)  ...  17 

Cafes  28 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation  etc.  ...  48 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  139 


No,  of  premises  concerned  above:  252 


Complaints 

There  were  115  complaints,  including  52  of  foreign  matter,  32  of  mouldy 
food  and  27  of  unfitness  for  human  consumption.  Of  the  total,  43  concerned 
bread  and  flour  confectionery  and  27  meat  and  meat  products. 

Prosecutions 


Three  cases  were  heard  in  the  Magistrate's  court. 

1.  Rodent  excreta  in  packets  of  currants.  Fined  £8  and  £8.8.  costs 

2.  "Porage  Oats"  infested  by  flour  moth.  Fined  £15  and  £5.5.  costs 

3.  English  lambs  liver  decomposed  and  unfit.  Fined  £15  and  £4.4.  costs 

Food  Poisoning 

Several  cases  of  alleged  food  poisoning  were  investigated,  but  in  only  one 
instance  was  it  confirmed.  A complaint  that  kippers  served  in  a factory  canteen 
for  an  evening  meal  had  caused  poisoning  was  not  proved,  neither  was  an  allegation 
that  a meal  at  a restaurant  in  the  town  had  "poisoned"  the  customer. 

There  was,  however,  one  interesting  case  in  which  a youth  was  violently  sick 
after  a meal  including  tinned  prawns.  Specimens  of  the  prawns  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Watford,  and  a staphylococcal  organism  was  isolated. 

It  transpired  that  the  prawns  were  canned  in  a factory  in  India  and  contact  was 
made  with  the  Central  Institute  of  Fishery  Technology  in  that  country.  The  tin 
itself  was  thoroughly  examined  by  the  manufacturers  here,  who  reported  that  one 
seam  was  weak  and  could  well  have  leaked.  It  is  likely  that  contamination 
occurred  at  the  time  of  canning,  by  cooling  water  entering  through  the  weak  seam, 
although  it  was  stated  that  the  water  used  in  the  factory  is  sterilised  before 
use . 


The  retailers  withdrew  all  stocks  of  this  particular  brand  and  other  tins 
were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination:  they  were  all  satisfactory.  It 
appears  that  this  was  an  isolated  instance  of  infection  of  a single  tin. 
Fortunately  only  one  person  was  affected,  but  there  could  have  been  a serious 
food  poisoning  incident  if  the  contents  of  the  tin  had  been  used  as  part  of 
a meal  in,  say,  a canteen  or  hotel. 
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/continued . . . 


Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's  refuse 
tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were : - 

Carcase  meat  and  offal  1 ton  10  cwt  . 75  lbs. 


Fish 3 cwt . 51  lbs  . 

Miscellaneous  1 cwt . 9 lbs . 

Shell  eggs  480 

Lollies  and  ice-creams  121 

Frozen  food  packets  1,713 

Tins,  jars  or  packets  4,009 


Frozen  Foods 


Frozen  foods  sales  are  increasing  enormously,  and  every  grocer  or 
provision  merchant  and  many  butchers  and  greengrocers  now  have  one  or  more 
refrigerated  cabinets.  Unfortunately  by  no  means  all  of  them  realise  that 
different  types  of  products  need  different  storage  temperatures  or  that  daily 
checks  on  temperatures  in  the  cabinets  are  essential.  It  is  not  unusual  to 
find  various  types  of  food  mixed  together  in  one  cabinet,  goods  well  above 
the  load  line,  and  temperatures  higher  than  they  should  be.  An  inspector 
investigating  a complaint  of  mouldy  food  discovered  the  refrigerator 
temperature  to  be  65  F - four  degrees  above  the  minimum  temperature  required 
by  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railways  Premises  Act  to  provide  comfortable  working 
conditions  for  the  employees. 

The  ordinary  domestic  refrigerator  is  not  intended  for  storing  frozen 
foods  for  any  length  of  time,  as  they  require  temperatures  of  about  0 F 
(32  degrees  of  frost).  However,  some  refrigerators  are  designed  to  reach 
sufficiently  low  temperatures  and  have  an  appropriate  "star  rating" . 


Stock  Rotation 


A source  of  constant  complaint,  particularly  during  warm  weather,  is 
mould  on  foods,  especially  such  items  as  pies,  sausages  and  yogurts.  Most 
manufacturers  take  great  care  to  ensure  that  their  products  reach  the  retail 
outlets  in  good  condition  and  with  a shelf  life  of  two  days  or  more. 

Competition  is  keen  and  a system  of  merchandising  has  grown  by  which  the 
driver-salesman  visits  regularly  and  sees  that  the  retailer's  stock  is 
replenished  as  necessary . 

Most  items  are  now  pre-packed  and  most  producers  include  a date  code  on  the 
packaging.  This  is  not  usually  a plain  date  marking  but  retailers  are  given  the 
information  necessary  for  them  to  be  able  to  determine  either  when  the  product 
was  made,  or  when  the  recommended  shelf  life  expires. 

Responsibility  for  selling  food  of  the  nature,  substance  and  quality 
demanded  by  the  customer  still  rests  upon  the  vendor.  Proprietors  and 
managers  of  shops  selling  perishables  are  encouraged  to  mark  packets  and 
cartons  with  their  own  date  codes  and  to  check  these  daily.  Investigation 
at  a number  of  shops  revealed  considerable  quantities  of  foods  where  the 
recommended  shelf  life  had  already  expired,  and  it  became  clear  that  some 
salesmen  were  not  only  overstocking  the  shelves  but  were  also  removing  old 
stock  from  one  shop  and  delivering  it  to  another.  Discussion  with  one  of  the 
country's  largest  confectionery  producers  followed  and  there  has  been  an 
improvement . 


/continued . . . . 
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Food  Hygiene  Education 


Courses  following  the  Syllabus  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health 
and  Hygiene's  Certificate  in  Food  Hygiene  and  the  Handling  of  Food  were  held 
at  the  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn  terms. 
Each  course  consisted  of  ten  lectures,  illustrated  by  slides  and  films, 
followed  by  an  examination  set  by  the  Institute.  There  was  a total  of 
forty-one  students,  thirty  six  of  whom  sat  the  examination,  with  thirty-two 
successful.  So  far  358  food  handlers  have  attended  these  courses. 

Food  hygiene  talks  were  also  given  to  other  groups  including  schools, 
a bakery  staff,  managers  of  a multiple  firm  (at  their  London  training 
headquarters),  school  meals  service  staff  and  the  sisters  at  a convent. 

In  addition  to  these  organised  talks,  each  inspector  is  constantly 
teaching  the  subject  as  he  visits  the  food  premises  on  his  district. 

In  order  to  foster  continued  interest  amongst  those  who  have 
attended  the  lecture  courses,  meetings  and  visits  are  arranged.  Only 
one  visit  was  possible  this  year,  but  two  coachloads  were  able  to  view 
Nestles  "Maggi"  soup  factory  at  Aylesbury.  The  whole  process  from  the 
arrival  of  the  raw  materials  to  the  packing  and  dispatch  of  the  finished 
articles  was  seen.  Naturally,  a keen  interest  in  factory  hygiene  was 
evident 


Slaughterhouse 


There  was  no  slaughtering  at  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  attached 
to  a butcher's  shop. 

Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough. 


Food  and  Drug  Sampling 
Analyst's  Report 


Articles 

No. 

of 

Samples 

Remarks 

Bread 

1 

Complaint 

. Dried  fruit  skin 

(1) 

Bread 

1 

Complaint 

. Portions  of  cockroach 

(1) 

Bread 

1 

Complaint 

. metal  collar  baked  in  loaf 

(2) 

Sliced  loaf 

1 

Complaint 

. Mineral  oil  and  iron  particles 

(1) 

Adexolin 

1 

Complaint 

. Foreign  matter 

(3) 

Pasteurised  milk 

1 

Complaint 

. Peculiar  taste:  contained  feather(4) 

Fever  mixture 

1 

Contained 

excess  nitric  acid 

(5) 

Luncheon  Roll 

1 

Label  unsatisfactory 

(6) 

Drugs,  cough  mixtures,  etc. 

13 

Genuine 

Creams  and  yoghourts 

16 

Genuine 

Flavourings  and  essences 

8 

Genuine 

Colouring  matters 

5 

Genuine 

Cake  decorations 

4 

Genuine 

Liqueurs 

4 

Genuine 

Preserves  and  spreads 

8 

Genuine 

Fats 

8 

Genuine 

Marzipan 

2 

Genuine 

Spirits  - formal  samples 

7 

Genuine 

Milk  - formal  samples 

9 

Genuine 

Other  foods 

17 

Genuine 

(1)  Analyst  identified  foreign  matter  and  confirmed  it  was  baked  in  the  loaf. 


Informal  approach  to  producer. 

(2)  Council  instituted  proceedings  - heard  in  1970. 

(3)  Deposit  in  this  medicine  was  emulsion  formed  by  customer  adding  water. 

(4)  Informal  approach  to  dairy. 

(5)  Discussion  with  manufacturer. 

(6)  Manufacturer  changed  label  because  it  gave  impression  that  this  vegetarian 
roll  contained  meat . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

- 

NIL 

Whooping  Cough  

6 

3 

NIL 

Measles  

124 

2 

NIL 

Acute  Meningitis  

3 

3 

1 

Food  Poisoning  

5 

2 

NIL 

Dysentery  

5 

3 

NIL 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad)  

1 

1 

NIL 

Infective  Hepatitis  

7 

- 

NIL 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Meningitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Dysentry 

Malaria 

0)  (T 
> -H 
•H  +■ 
-P  -r 
O +■ 
© rt 
«H  C 

c a 
w S 

Under  1 year  

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

- 

14 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

- 

- 

22 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

- 

3 

20 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

1 

1 

45 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

4 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  .... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

— 

-* 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Total  cases  notified: 

1 

6 

124 

3 

5 

5 

1 

7 

28 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  togetherwith  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmc 

anary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 

at  1st  January,  1969  

150 

99 

6 

17 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  

4 

m 

1 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.,  transfers-in  etc.)  

5 

3 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
during  the  year  

24 

31 

2 

4 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

135 

71 

5 

14 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ■ 

- 

45  - 55  years  ......... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

2 

- 

*■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

— 

— 

— 

"" 

“ 

— 

Totals:  

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1 . General  Statistics 

Area  1,982  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid  1969  15,170 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1969  4,810 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1969  £822,020 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1969-70  £3,268 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  119  117  236 

Illegitimate  ...  9 10  19 


Total  ...  128  127  255 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.8 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.3 

Still  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  . - 

Total  ...  2 1 3 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  11.6 

Deaths : 

Males  78,  Females  88  166 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  16.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  17.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3 - 3 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Total  ...  3 - 3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 11.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  12.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 3.9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  3.9 

Peri -natal  Mortality  Rate  15.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  4.22 

Cancer  2.44 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  1.71 

Tuberculosis  - Non-Respiratory  0.06 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.12 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  Venereal  Diseases)  ...  0.13 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1969  was  15,170 
as  compared  with  15,040  at  mid-1968.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population, 
i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  89. 

Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.03  and  1.06  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area 
comparability  factor,  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net  total 
of  255  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year  an  increase  of  nine  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  16.8  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  three  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  11.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)births, 
as  compared  with  8.1  in  the  previous  year  and  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  166  (78  males, 

88  females),  an  increase  of  8 on  the  total  for  the  year  1968. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  11.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases, 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  11.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
16.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15  - 24  years  . . . 
25  - 34  years  . . . 
35  - 44  years  . . . 
45  - 54  years  . . . 
55  - 64  years  . . . 
65  - 74  years  . . . 
75  years  and  over 


All  Causes 


Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

- 

3 

2 

- 

2 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

8 

4 

12 

13 

6 

19 

22 

19 

41 

27 

54 

81 

78 

88 

166 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1969 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  - Non-Respiratory  . . 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

• • • 

• • • 

3 

6 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

6 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia  

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

• • • 

5 

3 

8 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

- 

1 

1 

Avitaminoses,  etc 

1 

- 

1 

Mental  Disorders  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  Disease  

1 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

21 

18 

39 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

• t • 

• • • 

3 

13 

16 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

8 

7 

15 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  

8 

8 

16 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

5 

2 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  

3 

- 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  

1 

- 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

"" 

1 

ALL  CAUSES 

• • • 

78 

88 

166 

Infant  Mortality  in  1969 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under 

1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Kidney  Tumour 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Congenital 

Abnormalities 

1 

tm 

1 

TOTALS : 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  Berkhamsted 
Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  to  supply.  There 
are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing  370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000 
gallons.  The  average  daily  water  consumption  was  approximately  60  gallons 
per  head . 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore^  no  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo- 
solvent  contamination . The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does  not  exceed 
0 .05  p .p  .m . (F)  . 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are  taken 
from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted  monthly  by  this 
Council  for  bacteriological  examination . 

Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council's  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from 
boreholes . 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by 
Stand 

means  of 
pipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

16,699 

5,199 

16,699 

- 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1969 


Description 
of  Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

12 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Private  Supplies: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swimming  Baths : 

41 

41 

' 

Main  Water;  Total  Hardness  240  p.p.m. 


Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district . 

1.  Town  Bath . An  open-air  swimming  bath  constructed  in  1925,  enlarged  and 
improved  in  1.965,  owned  and  managed  by  the  Council. 
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The  capacity  is  147,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  an 
80  ft.  borehole.  The  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled  annually  prior  to  the 
swimming  season.  Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through 
sand  pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal 
chlorination  is  used.  Proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment 
and  aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination. 

Eighteen  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School . A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  1934,  owned  and 
managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by  the  staff  and  pupils 
of  the  school . 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled 
six  times  every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  added  for  pH  adjustment . The  water 
is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Five  samples  were  taken  in  addition  to  the  routine  samples  of  the  County 
Counc il . 

3.  Berkhamsted  School . A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1890,  owned 
and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  annually  during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  Fourteen  samples 
were  taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls . An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  school  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  annually  prior  to  the  Summer  Season.  The  capacity  is  80,000 
gallons . 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals  and  soda  are 
added  for  pH  adjustment.  The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier  which  was  installed 
during  the  year. 

Four  samples  were  taken  which  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council's  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Five  samples 
of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  four  complied  with  the  recommended 
standards . 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers,  but 
there  are  approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied 
when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is 
recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties.  Some  cesspools  are  emptied 
by  a private  contractor. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


Refuse  Collection 


Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied  on 
trade  premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected. 
Accumulations  and  lumber  are  collected  from  private  dwelling  houses  for 
a set  charge  of  ten  shillings.  194  such  collections  were  made. 

The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  successfully  continued  and 
a regular  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained. 

The  pilot  scheme  for  paper  sack  refuse  containers  has  been  continued 
and  extended  to  all  new  Council  houses  and  flats.  Provision  has  been  made 
in  the  draft  estimates  for  1970/71  for  the  conversion  of  approximately 
1,000  premises  to  a bin-liner  scheme. 

One  Dennis  Paxit  II  and  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  TZ  type  Pakamatic 
vehicles  are  used  for  collection,  one  with  a crew  of  one  loader/driver 
and  three  men  and  two  with  a crew  of  one  loader/driver  and  four  men. 

A Dennis  Paxit  II  vehicle  is  kept  in  reserve. 

Refuse  Disposal 


All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Two  men  are 
employed  and  a Bristol  Taurus  Tractor  is  used  to  assist  compaction. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  District, 
free  tipping  facilities  are  available.  Unwanted  cars  can  be  taken  to 
the  tip  free  of  charge  by  householders  within  the  Urban  District . 

In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  tip  for  the  disposal  of  a small 
quantity  of  radio-active  waste,  but  none  has  been  received  during  the 
year . 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

51 

126 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  ... 

7 

97 

TOTAL : 

59 

223 

6 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number 

which  def 

of  case  in 

ects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  pros- 
ecutions 

were  insti- 
tuted . 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

Ref 

erred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 


OUTWORKERS : 


3 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  327 

Improvement  Grants  . 67 

Sub-standard  houses  136 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  52 

Offices  8c  Shops  Act 216 

Rodent  Control  ...  1,044 

Factories  126 

Refuse  Collection  93 

Refuse  disposal  121 

Swimming  Bath  67 

Accumulations  8 

Drainage  126 

Building  sites  25 

Cesspools  17 

Noise  complaints  86 

Houseboat  ...  . ...  1 

Pet  Animals  Act  17 

Offices  8c  Shops  Act  - Accidents  2 

Offensive  smells  4 

Immigrants  6 

Civic  Amenities  Act  32 

Infectious  diseases  4 

Clean  Air  Act  2 

Home  Counties  Licensing  2 

Rag  8c  Flock  Act  1 

Complaints : 

Private  drains  41 

Combined  drains  4 

Housing  defects  31 

Offensive  accumulations  1 

Food  15 

Public  Sewer  5 

Private  Sewer  38 

Noise  9 

Rivers  5 

Offensive  smells  4 

Shops  1 

Bonfire  1 

Insanitary  Premises  3 

Food  Premises 

Food  delivery  vehicles  24 

Food  stalls  35 

Grocers  ...  97 

Slaughterhouse  72 

Restaurants  85 

Butchers  88 

Bakehouses  60 

Confectioners  53 

Dairies  7 

Greengrocers  ...  41 

Fishmongers  48 

Multiple  stores  139 

Licensed  premises  44 

School  kitchens  23 

Canteens  6 

Notices  Services  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 

31.12.68.  1969  1969  31.12.69 . 

Informal  ...  12  108  106  14 

Formal  ...  - 1 - 1 
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Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses  . . • 137 

Food  Premises  58 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared  with 
Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  267  infestations  of  brown  rats,  13  of  house  mice  and 
3 of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations,  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  was 
used  for  poisoning.  Raticate  was  also  used  successfully  and  Alphakil 
against  mice.  There  is  no  evidence  that  rats  are  Warfarin  resistant. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses . 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor  using  25  per  cent 
fluoracetamide  (1081).  A separate  return  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


Three  shops  are  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district . 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

The  Council  made  no  arrangements  for  the  burial  of  anyone  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  Act. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with  the 
Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December,  1969:- 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Males 

Females 

Offices  

64 

597 

605 

Retail  Shops  

114 

186 

421 

Wholesale  Shops  

4 

25 

- 

Catering  Establishments  

14 

32 

31 

Canteens 

2 

- 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 

7 

. W 

TOTALS : ...  ...  ...  ... 

199 

847 

1,070 

This  table  does  not  include  premises  in  factories,  Crown  premises  and  those 
owned  by  Local  Authorities,  all  of  which  are  registered  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories;  neither  does  it  include  approximately  one  hundred  shops  and  offices 
which  are  exempt  from  registration. 

Two  accidents  were  notified  and  investigated.  A separate  annual  report 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 
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HOUSING 


Clearance  of  Sub-standard  Houses: 

1 . 40-50  High  Street  and  1-6  Thompsons  Row. 

A Clearance  Order  in  respect  of  these  houses  has  been  confirmed. 

2 . 2-15  Alma  Road,  Northchurch . 

These  14  houses  subject  to  a confirmed  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  have 
been  demolished. 

3.  A Closing  Order  was  made  in  respect  of  part  of  one  dwelling  house. 
Improvement  Grants: 

13  applications  were  considered  for  standard  grants,  12  were  approved 
and  25  grants  totalling  £4,701  have  been  paid. 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  B.E.A.  Badman:- 

"Ashlyns  Estate 


During  the  year  the  housing  contract  at  Ashlyns  (phase  I)  proceeded 
and  a further  156  dwellings  (houses  and  flats)  were  completed  and  occupied. 

Proposals  for  Phase  2 development  were  prepared  and  approved  during 
the  year  comprising  150  dwellings  (houses  and  flats)  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  a contract  will  be  awarded  early  in  1970. 

Modernisation  - 28  Houses,  Northchurch 

Work  on  this  contract  proceeded  during  the  year  and  all  houses  had  been 
completed  by  the  end  of  December." 

During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were:- 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Lo< 

;al  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

105 

Houses  and  flats 

19 

(b)  Completed: 


Lot 

ial  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

156 

Houses  and  flats 

47 

Housing  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  previously  commenced,  but  not  completed  at  31.12.6! 


Site 

No . of 

Type 

No . com- 

No . com- 

Houses 

menced 

pleted 

Ashlyns  Estate  (Phase  I) 

187 

Houses  and  flats 

187 

162 

40 


Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  Projected  since  1.1.69.  - i.e. 

Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not 

been  made  at  31.12.69. 


Site 

Proposed  No . 
of  Houses 

Type  (if  known) 

Ashlyns  Estate  (Phase  II) 

150 

Houses  and  flats 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses,  at 
31st  December,  1969  441 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1969. 


Type  of  Premises 

No  . 

No . complying 
with 

Regulation  16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation  19 
Applies 

No . complying 
with 

Regulation  19 

Bakehouses  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Cafes,  etc.  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Canteens  ... 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Clubs  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Confectioners  - flour 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Confectioners  - sugar 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Fishmongers,  wet  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishfriers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers  

7 

7 

7 

7 i 

Grocers  

20 

20 

20 

20 

Multiple  Food  Shops 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Nursing  Homes  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Public  Houses  

18 

18 

18 

18 

Public  Houses  (serving 

main  meals)  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  - 

(a)  Sausage  making  

8 

8 

8 

8 

(b)  Ice-cream 

manufacture  

1 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Ice-cream 

pre-packed)  

40 

40 

40 

40 

School  kitchens  

22 

22 

22 

22 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chinese  Restaurants 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Note : 

Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided; 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  to  be  provided. 
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Milk  Distribution 


All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Ultra  Heat  Treated. 

There  are  seven  retail  distributors  who  sell  milk  which  is 
bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district . 


Ice  Cream 


Forty  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary  brands. 

There  is  one  registered  manufacturer . Two  samples  were  taken  and 
were  satisfactory. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 


There  are  no  such  premises  within  the  district . 


Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which 
complies  with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected  after 
office  hours.  The  arrangements  with  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Council  for 
a relief  Meat  Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward  difficulty  was  experienced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1969:- 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: - 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  

149 

- 

- 

535 

- 

- 

Number  inspected  

149 

- 

- 

535 

- 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

33 

_ 

30 

_ 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

22.0 

0.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : - 


Cont ' d . 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip„  The  following  were  also  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender 


Meat  and  Offal  from  Slaughterhouse  797  lbs. 

Other  meat  and  offal  2,397  lbs. 

Tinned  Food  2,240  tins 

Frozen  Food  3,021  pkts  . 

Fish  94  lbs. 

Cornish  Cream  20  lbs . 


It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  frozen  foods  were  unfit  due  to 
refrigerator  failures. 


Prosecutions  and  Food  Complaints 


15  complaints  concerning  food  were  investigated.  Eleven  warning 
letters  were  sent  to  the  retailers.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 

Admitted  to 

notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

44 

- 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  

3 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

- - 

1-2  years  

4 

..  - 

2-3  years  

3 

- _ 

3-4  years  

3 

- 

4-5  years  

7 

- 

5-10  years  

26 

' 

10  - 15  years  

1 

1 

15  - 25  years  

- 

1 

25  - 45  years  

- 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

- 

— 

Total  cases  notified: 

44 

3 

44 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pul  me 

:>nary 

Non-Pulmc 

jnary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  1969  . 

22 

31 

2 

6 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  , 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.,  transfers-in . etc.)  ....... 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

Register  during  the  year 

5 

12 

- 

2 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  

17 

21 

2 

4 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

. 

Pul 

monary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  ....... 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

-» 

— 

- 

5-10  years  ...... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

— 

- 

p* 

— 

— 

— 

15  - 20  years  ...... 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

•- 

- 

— 

20  - 25  years  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

25  - 35  years  ...... 

- 

— 

«» 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  ...... 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

«* 

— 

45  - 55  years  

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

55  - 65  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

65  and  upwards  ..... 

1 

Totals:  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 45 


- 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1 . General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,250  acres  and  contains  the 
parishes  of  King's  Langley,  Chipperf ield , Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate . 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1969  14,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1969  4,785 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1969  £617,434 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1969/70  £2,400 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  104  114  218 

Illegitimate  4 7 11 


Total  108  121  229 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.6 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.4 

Still  Births  Nil 


Deaths 

Males  77,  Females  60  137 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  9.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  9.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3 1 4 

Illegitimate  

Total  3 1 4 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  17.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  18.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  17.5 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  13.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  13.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease  ...  2.99 

Cancer  1 .83 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  1.36 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  0.07 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  0.56 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D 0.00 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1969  was 
14,720  as  compared  with  14,680  for  mid-1968 . The  natural  increase  of  the 
population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  92  compared  with  81 
for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.05  and  1.02  respectively.  These  factors  for 
use  with  crude  birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary 
changes  and  make  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  the  local  population  differ  from  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied 
by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with 
the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted 
rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net 
total  of  229  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  2 as 
compared  with  the  previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.5  for  the  previous  year  and  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


No  still  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  nil  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  21.2  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  137,  a 
decrease  of  13  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.5  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  10.9  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  17.5  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  21.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15  - 24  years 
25  - 34  years 
35  - 44  years 
45  - 54  years 
55  - 64  years 
65  - 74  years 
75  years  and  over 


Male  Female  Total 
3 14 

1 1 


2 13 

2 3 5 

9 3 12 

15  4 19 

29  11  40 

17  36  53 


All  Causes 

- 48  - 


77 


60 


137 


Causes  of  Death  in  1969 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . . 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

5 

- 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

5 

2 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

2 

9 

11 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

2 

- 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

3 

2 

5 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

22 

5 

27 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

3 

2 

5 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  

9 

11 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

4 

5 

Influenza  ...  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

3 

7 

10 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Asthma  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ... 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

- 

3 

3 

Congenital  Anomalies  

2 

1 

3 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

All  Other  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

ALL  CAUSES: 

77 

60 

137 

Infant  Mortality  in  1969 
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STAFF 


Mr.  I.  Hossack,  who  was  first  appointed  as  a student  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  September  1964,  and  appointed  an  additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  obtaining  his  diploma  in  January  1969,  left  the  department  in 
August  1969  . 

To  replace  Mr.  Hossack,  Miss  Jacqueline  Adams  was  appointed  a 
student  Public  Health  Inspector  in  September  1969. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

There  are  39  persons  dependent  upon  private  water  supplies,  2 less  than 
in  the  previous  year . 

Of  the  30  samples  taken  during  the  year,  22  were  from  private  supplies 
and  8 from  public  supplies . 

The  samples  from  the  public  water  supply  were  all  satisfactory  but 
six  of  those  from  private  supplies  were  not,  4 of  the  samples  being  from  the 
one  premises. 

Rainfall 

The  total  rainfall  over  the  district  was  22.99  inches  as  against 
29.72  inches  in  the  previous  year. 

Main  Water  Supplies 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 

Houses 

(b)  By  Means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Populati 

Bovingdon 

3,554 

1,068 

3,554 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead 

1,516 

463 

1,516 

Nil 

Nil 

Flaunden 

202 

62 

202 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden 

934 

335 

934 

Nil 

Nil 

King's  Langley 

5,248 

1,611 

5,248 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperf ield 

1,917 

578 

1,917 

Nil 

Nil 

Markyate 

2,729 

835 

2,729 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS : 

16,100 

4,952 

16,100 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


The  parishes  of  King's  Langley  and  Chipperfield  are  drained  to  the 
West  Herts  Main  Drainage  Board's  sewer  in  King's  Langley  and  to  the  Board's 
sewer  draining  the  parish  of  Sarratt  in  the  area  of  the  Watford  Rural  District  . 

The  Bovingdon  parish  is  drained  to  the  Council's  sewage  works  at 
Shantock  Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon,  the  parishes  of  Markyate  and  Flamstead  are  drained 
into  the  Council's  sewage  works  at  Flamstead  and  the  parish  of  Potten  End  is 
drained  into  the  sewage  works  of  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council  . 

There  are  still,  however,  a considerable  number  of  cesspools  in  the 
district  possibly  as  many  as  700.  Regular  emptyings  are  made  by  the  Council 
of  about  420  of  these. 

Cesspool  Emptying 


Free  emptying  is  carried  out  six  times  in  the  year,  if  required,  in 
the  non-sewered  areas.  Two  machines  were  needed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
one  being  largely  used  at  the  Council's  sewage  works  at  Markyate  where  the  very 
wet  winter  had  caused  difficulties  in  sludge  drying. 

After  mid-summer  circumstances  had  so  altered  that  the  use  of  the 
second  machine  became  unnecessary . 

Pail  Closets 

The  only  pail  closets  remaining  in  the  district  are  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  where  around  21  pails  are  emptied  weekly. 

Notice  has  been  given  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  these  houses 
reminding  them  that  the  replacement  of  pail  closets  by  cesspits  will  be 
necessary  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

A detailed  survey  of  the  drainage  system  of  the  village  of  Water  End 
in  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  has  been  made  and  application  submitted  for 
Ministry  approval  for  the  proper  sewering  of  this  area. 

Dry  Refuse  Collection 

Dry  refuse  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  district  with  the 
exception  of  a few  remote  properties  where  collection  is  fortnightly. 

The  Council  makes  special  collection  arrangements  for  the  bulky 
household  rubbish.  These  collections  include,  pianos,  old  furniture, 
gardening  equipment  and  the  like  but  does  not  include  builder's  refuse. 

The  service  is  well  known  to  the  community  and  at  times  becomes  too 
well  used  so  that  temporary  delays  in  collection  become  inevitable. 

Trade  Refuse 


There  is  not  only  an  increasing  demand  for  the  collection  of  shop  waste 
but  also  an  equally  increasing  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  shopkeepers 
to  pay  for  the  collection.  The  use  of  large  purpose-made  containers  in  the 
collection  service  would  undoubtedly  help  but  would  be  too  costly  for  the 
Council  to  maintain.  In  any  event  in  rural  areas  the  burning  of  trade  rubbish 
is  relatively  easy  and  fortunately  is  generally  acceptable. 
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Sack  Collection  for  Dry  Refuse 


Following  an  experimental  period  of  sack  collection  for  dry  refuse  in 
the  Chipperfield  area,  visits  were  made  to  other  authorities  where  the  sack 
system  of  collection  was  used  to  find  a better  and  cheaper  scheme.  Eventually 
the  Council  decided  upon  the  bin-liner  scheme  where  the  dustbin  is  retained  but 
lined  with  a specially  fitted  plastic  sack.  The  sacks  are  removed  with  the 
refuse  and  a new  sack  fitted  or  left  for  the  householder  to  fit. 

During  the  year  the  bin-liner  scheme  was  introduced  progressively 
throughout  the  district  and  has  proved  highly  successful  being  more  acceptable 
than  the  old  method  to  householder  and  refuse  collector  alike.  Though 
more  expensive  to  operate  than  the  old  method  it  is  quick  and  clean  and  removes 
much  of  the  unpleasantness  associated  with  the  work. 


PEST  CONTROL 


Regular  inspection  and  treatment  for  rat  and  mouse  infection  was  made  on 
a contract  basis  on  45  farms  and  business  properties.  The  total  revenue  from 
these  contracts  was  £623.  Over  and  above  contract  work  there  were  105  complaints 
requiring  attention. 

Complaints  were  received  against  many  types  of  pest  nuisances  but 
perhaps  the  most  interesting  were  those  against  stray  domestic  cats  which 
had  reverted  to  their  original  wild  state . 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Numbe  r 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

55 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers ' 
premises)  

12 

5 

TOTAL : 

68 

8 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found; 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  Cases 
in  which  pros-  ' 
ecutions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H .M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 .  OUTWORKERS 


Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  (other  than  Food  Premises): 

Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ,..  134 

Infectious  diseases  2 

Water  supply  23 

Drainage  . ...  .17 

Caravan  Sites  56 

Public  Cleansing  158 

Schools  21 

Miscellaneous  204 

Interviews  86 

Petroleum  12 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments  8 

Notices  Served  for  Defects 

Premises  subject  to  formal  and  informal  notices  29 

Statutory  Notices  served  4 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

Probably  because  of  the  increase  in  the  licence  fees  a number  of 
underground  petrol  storage  tanks  became  disused  and  work  had  to  be  done  to 
make  these  tanks  safe . 

The  safe  life  of  most  petrol  installations  seems  to  be  around  25  years. 

All  installations  over  this  age  were  inspected  resulting  in  several  tanks 
being  replaced . 

There  are  39  licensed  petroleum  storage  installations  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district . There  are  three 
transport  cafes,  with  sleeping  accommodation.  From  time  to  time  problems 
arise  from  these  premises,  but  they  do  not  strictly  fall  within  the  generally 
accepted  definition  of  "common  lodging  house" . The  conditions  are  not  always 
satisfactory  and  yet  there  appears  to  be  no  legal  process  to  deal  with  the 
sleeping  quarters  other  than  under  the  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act . 

Travellers 

Gypsies  and  the  so-called  "travellers"  caused  little  nuisance  to  the 
district  last  year  and  indeed  in  the  Southern  parishes,  where  the  incidence  of 
common  land  is  high,  there  was  virtually  no  trouble  at  all.  The  most  trouble 
from  these  people  was  caused  by  their  somewhat  destructive  parking  on  the 
highway  verges  in  the  Northern  parishes. 

Efforts  to  find  a suitable  site  for  these  people  were  made  jointly  with  the 
Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Council,  the  St.  Albans  Rural  District  Council  and 
the  Hertfordshire  County  Council,  but  for  various  reasons  no  suitable  site  was 
found  which  was  agreeable  to  all  parties.  The  question  is  still  being  pursued 
and  other  nearby  authorities  are  being  consulted. 
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HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses 


The  following  premises  were  dealt  with:- 


121A,  Trowley  Hill  Road,  Flamstead  ... 

99  Flaunden  

West  View  (right  hand  side),  River  Hill, 

Flamstead,  

Mongolia  Cottage,  Scatterdells  Lane, 
Chipperfield  

Applications  for  Re-housing 


Undertaking  accepted  and  premises 
subsequently  repaired. 

Closing  order  made. 

Closing  Order  made. 

Demolition  Order  made . 


It  is  the  Council's  policy  for  a report  to  be  submitted  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  where  claim  for  Council  housing  is  based  upon  unfitness  of 
the  dwelling. 


Qualification  Certificates,  Housing  Act  1969 

7 applications  for  certificates  were  made. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were:- 
( a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  . . . 

24 

3 bedroom  houses  (8) 

115 

1 bedroom  flats  (16) 

(b)  Completed ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  . . . 

42 

2 bedroom  house  (1) 

92 

1 bedroom  flats  (14) 

Bed/sit.  flats  (27) 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.69.  was  as  follows 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1969:- 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Bovingdon : 

Hempstead  Road  

34 

2 bedroom  house 

(1) 

1 bedroom  flats 

(6) 

Bed/sit . flats 

(27) 

Chipperfield : 

Croft  End  Road  

12 

3 bedroom  houses 

(4) 

1 bedroom  flats 

(8) 

55  - 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i ,e . Schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.69;- 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

King's  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

14 

3 Bedroom  houses 

Bovingdon : 

Hempstead  Road  

20 

3 Bedroom  houses 

King's  Langley  - 

Scheme  not  yet  finished 

- 

Aged  persons  flats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1969 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  .FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises : 


Private  schools  serving  meals 3 

Council  and  Church  schools  serving  meals  10 

Hotels,  etc.  3 

Public  houses  with  restaurants  2 

Public  houses  other  than  above  30 

Transport  cafes  5 

Butchers  8 

Bakehouses  4 

Fish  shops  3 

Industrial  canteens  2 

Shops  selling  food  48 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

(included  in  the  above)  35 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc.  9 

Residential  homes  . 2 

Cafes  1 

Number  of  Inspections  in  1969  (excluding  slaughterhouse  visits): 

Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  63 

Chipperfield  32 

King's  Langley  82 

Great  Gaddesden  40 

Markyate  54 

Flamstead  ...  39 

Total  Inspections:  310 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises: 


Because  of  various  hygiene  problems  which  could  not  be  remedied,  one  fish 
and  chip  shop  and  one  butcher/grocer  shop  were  voluntarily  closed . A warning 
was  also  given  to  the  Brewers  and  the  landlord  of  a public  house  that  if  certain 
hygiene  defects  were  not  remedied  the  annual  renewal  of  the  licence  would  be 
opposed  . 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960: 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (wash  hand  basin)  ...  122 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for  washing 

food  and  equipment)  108 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  108 
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Unsound  Food : 


During  the  year,  successful  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of 
2 bottles  of  milk  and  also  four  legs  of  bad  pork  delivered  to  a school. 

The  following  food  was  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: - 
34  lbs.  thick  flank 

315  lbs.  sheep  carcasses  (worried  by  dogs) 
lOf  lbs . rump  steak 
8^  lbs . rump  steak 
3|  lbs . tenderloin  pork 
llj  lbs.  rump  steak 
42  lbs . rump  steak 

Slaughterhouse  - Meat  Inspection: 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  The  following  table  shows 
the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease  found  on  post  mortem  examination 
of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during  1969:- 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  in  whole  or  in  part: - 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  

274 

18 

386 

584 

4,735 

Number  inspected  

274 

18 

386 

584 

4,735 

” 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

3 

2 

1 

5 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

54 

2 

5 

12 

25 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci 

20.80 

22.22 

1.55 

2.91 

0.76 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

32 

_ 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  by  tuberculosis 

0.36 

- 

- 

- 

1 .43 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act: 

One  premise  was  registered  under  the  Act . There  are  no  large  poultry 
processing  establishments  in  the  district,  but  of  course  many  farms  and  most 
butchers  kill  poultry  at  times . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

3 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

“ 

2 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

1 

2 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

— 

1 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

— 

8 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

— 

— 

1 

Total  cases  notified: 

1 

16 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  tables  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Puli 

nonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  1969  

26 

21 

5 

11 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 

first  time  during  the  year  

_ 

1 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification  (i.e. 
transfers  in,  etc.)  

2 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  the  year 

5 

6 

- 

4 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  .... 

21 

18 

5 

7 
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Age 

(years) 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pi 

ilmonary 

Pul 

monary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10 

years  

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  - 15 

years  

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

15  - 20 

years  

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25 

years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

25  - 35 

years  

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

years  

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

years  

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

55  - 65 

years  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS : 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1 . General  Statistics 


Area 4,407  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1969  8,680 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1969  3,011 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1969  £349,116 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1969/70  £1,375 


2.. Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . ... 

88 

97  . 

185 

Illegitimate  

6 

1 

7 

Total 

94 

98 

192 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

22.1 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

21.7 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate  ...  

— 

“ 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still) 

births : 

5 .2 

Deaths : 

Males  40,  Females  45  

85 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

9.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

11 .8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

2 

- 

2 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  year  of  Age: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  15.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  10.8 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  10.4 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  10.4 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  15.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  3.92 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.38 

Cancer  2.30 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  0.69 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1969  was  8,680 
as  compared  with  8,470  at  mid-1968 . The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  107. 

Comparability  Factors 

The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  births  and 
deaths  are  0.98  and  1.21  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied 
by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that 
year . 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  192  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an  increase 
of  twenty  as  compared  with  1968 . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  21.7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  19.9  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during  the  year. 
The  still-birth  rate  was  5.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as  compared  with 
5.8  in  the  previous  year  and  with  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths, the  net  total  deaths 
registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  85,  an  increase  of  eleven  on  the  total 
for  the  year  1968. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
10.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseasesof  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  15.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
17.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Cause  of  Death 


Prematurity  . 
Bronchiolitis 


Infant  Mortality  in  1969 
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TOTALS 


Causes  of  Death  in  1969 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

4 

9 

Leukaemia  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ...  . , . 

3 

3 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

1 

1 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

- 

2 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  

1 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

13 

11 

24 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

1 

2 

3 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

3 

7 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

T 

2 

2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

2 

- 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 

- 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

40 

45 

85 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  

2 

1 

3 

1-4  years  

- 

- 

5-14  years  

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years  ... 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 34  years  

- 

1 

1 

35  - 44  years  

3 

- 

3 

45  - 54  years  

3 

4 

7 

55  - 64  years  

6 

7 

13 

65  - 74  years  

12 

11 

23 

75  years  and  over 

14 

21 

35 

ALL  CAUSES: 

40 

45 

85 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water 
Board  and  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year.  The 
water  for  the  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and  Hawridge . 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  52  samples  of  raw  water  and  68 
samples  of  treated  water,  including  samples  from  consumers'  taps.  All  samples 
of  raw  water  were  free  from  coliform  organisms  in  100  ml.  One  sample  of 
treated  water  contained  coliform  organisms  in  100  ml . , but  these  were  not 
E.Coli  type  1.  A resample  was  free  from  coliform  organisms  in  100  ml. 

Chemical  analyses  were  satisfactory.  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and 
no  contamination  has  been  observed. 


The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains :- 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Populatio 

8,680 

2,839 

8,680 

- 

- 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District . The  nearest  public 
swimming  baths  are  at  Ringshall,  Berkhamsted,  Aylesbury  and  Amersham.  A swimming 
pool  for  the  pupils  at  the  Church  of  England  Junior  School,  High  Street,  is  under 
construction . 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed  to  prepare 
a detailed  scheme  for  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works,  including  the 
installation  of  additional  treatment  plant  to  ensure  final  effluent  complying  with 
the  Royal  Commission  Standard.  Discussions  were  held  with  the  Thames  conservancy, 
and  comprehensive  sampling  of  effluents  and  trade  wastes  was  carried  out  to  enable 
design  work  to  proceed. 

A settling  tank  at  another  large  farm  was  constructed. 

The  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council  agreed  to  take  the  drainage  from  twenty- 
one  bungalows  at  Osborne  Way,  Wigginton,  into  the  new  sewerage  system  proposed  for 
Wigginton,  Aldbury  and  Northchurch . This  system  will  discharge  into  the  disposal 
works  of  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council  . No  starting  date  has  yet  been  fixed 
for  this  scheme. 

The  Council  accepted  the  report  of  their  Consulting  Engineers  on  the  need  for 
a new  valley  sewer  extending  from  the  disposal  works  to  "The  Hollies",  Brook  Street, 
This  sewer  will  provide  for  future  development  and  increases  in  flows  up  to  the  turn 
of  the  century.  It  will  also  enable  the  storm  overflow  at  New  Mill  to  be  abandoned. 

A detailed  scheme  was  duly  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval . 
Arrangements  were  made  for  that  part  of  the  sewer  under  the  new  Council  Housing 
estate  under  construction  at  Sutton  Close,  New  Mill  Allotments,  to  be  laid  in  advance 
of  the  remainder. 

The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  Local  Authority  for  emptying  septic 
tanks  at  the  owner's  or  occupier's  expense,  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  considered  a report  on  the  operation 
of  the  pilot  scheme  of  the  sack  method  of  refuse  storage  and  collection,  which  had 
been  implemented  twelve  months  earlier.  It  was  decided  to  retain  the  sack  system 
on  the  Eight  Acres  Estate  and  to  extend  it  to  all  new  housing  estates,  both  Council 
and  private.  It  was  also  resolved  that  "in  view  of  the  considerable  advantages 
over  the  traditional  bin,  the  adoption  of  the  sack  system  throughout  the  Urban 
District  is  a very  desirable  objective,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  objective  will 
be  attained  in  due  course." 

Delivery  of  an  additional  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  awaited  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  When  this  vehicle  is  in  operation  it  will  be  possible  to  resume  a 
regular  seven-day  cycle  of  refuse  collection,  despite  the  fact  that  refuse  will 
continue  to  be  transported  to  a private  tip  at  Radlett,  twenty  miles  away. 

Little  or  no  progress  was  made  in  the  establishing  of  a refuse  tip  jointly 
with  the  Wing  R.D.C.,  at  Ivinghoe  Aston,  which  is  situated  about  six  miles  from 
Tring . 

The  facility  provided  for  the  reception  of  refuse  from  householders,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967,  was  used 
extensively,  and  is  much  appreciated  by  residents.  In  fact  the  containers  had 
to  be  increased  in  size  from  12  cu.yd.  to  19cu.yd,,  and  replaced  more  frequently. 

It  appears  that  an  increasing  number  of  residents  from  neighbouring  districts  are 
making  regular  use  of  the  facility  and  consequently  the  cost  of  the  service  is 
steadily  rising.  Since  the  introduction  of  this  service  there  has  been  a 
noticeable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  rubbish  and  litter  dumped  on  the  roadsides. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Insectors. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 8c  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  local 

Authorities  

4 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

32 

36 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

5 

14 

- 

— 

Total:  

41 

56 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3 . OUTWORKERS : 9 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  78 

Housing  Acts  93 

Rent  Act  2 

Improvement  Grants,  purchases,  land  charge  enquiries  62 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  3 

Overcrowding  - 

Council  house  removals  28 

Problem  families  and  old  people  47 

Water  supplies  

Keeping  of  animals  6 

Drainage  27 

Refuse  disposal  15 

Refuse  collection  27 

Moveable  dwellings  18 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers'  premises  56 

Building  sites  26 

Office,  shops  and  railway  premises  - general  inspections  20 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  22 

Petroleum  Acts  19 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  41 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  2 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits  1 

Fairgrounds  2 

Food  Premises 

Dairies  3 

Slaughterhouses  30 

Butchers ' shops  10 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  7 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  5 

Bakehouses  3 

Licensed  premises  8 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  8 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  5 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  38 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  4 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  38 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District . 


HOUSING 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  resulted  in  Closing  Orders  being  made  on 
six  houses,  and  undertakings  not  to  re-let  being  accepted  from  the  owners  of  three 
houses.  Fourteen  houses  were  demolished. 

Construction  work  on  the  25  dwellings  at  Sutton  Close,  New  Mill  Allotments, 
started  in  July.  These  are  the  first  industrialised-type  houses  to  be  built  by 
the  Council,  and  the  basic  system  comprises  a light  steel  frame. 

In  December  the  Council  accepted  a tender  for  the  erection  of  44  dwellings 
in  Faversham  Close,  Back  Barn,  as  part  of  the  Hertfordshire  Housing  Consortium's 
building  programme  for  1969.  The  scheme  provides  for  20  three-bedroom  houses  of 
rationalised  traditional  construction,  and  24  one-bedroom  bungalows  of 
traditional  construction  for  old  persons. 
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During  the  year,  the  followingnumber  of  houses  were : - 


(a)  Commenced  only:- 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  industrialised, 
clad  with  brick  

25 

5-bedroom  flat  for 
disabled  person  &. 

Permanent  Brick  

family  (1) 

2- bedroom  flats  (2) 
4-bedroom  houses  (4) 

3- bedroom  houses  (18) 

71 

(b)  Completed : 


Bv 

Local  Authority 

By  Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

15 

Bed-sitter  flatlets 
for  one  old  person  (8) 
1-bedroom  flats  for 
two  old  persons  (7) 

57 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.69.  was  as  follows :- 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  previously  commenced,  but  not 

completed  at  31,12.69. : - 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

No . com- 
menced 

No  .com- 
pleted 

New  Mill  Allotments  . . . 
(Sutton  Close) 

25 

5-bedroom  flat  for  dis- 
abled person  and  family  (1) 

2- bedroom  flats  (2) 

4-bedroom  houses  (4) 

3- bedroom  houses  (18) 

25 

Nil 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i ,e . schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.69;- 


Site 

Proposed  Number 
of  Houses 

Type 

Back  Barn  Allotments 
(Faversham  Close) 

44 

3-bedroom  houses  (20) 
lrbedroom  bungalows  for  old 
persons  (24) 

Town  Centre  

(Action  Area  No.l) 

18 

2-bedroom-four  person  maisonettes 
above  shops 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1969  222 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District :- 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No . of 

Premises 

No . of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg. 16 

No . of  Prem- 
ises to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 

Wet  fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers'  shops  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Greengrocers  

6 

6 

4 

4 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade 
including  sugar  confect- 

ionery  ..... 

26 

26 

8 

8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Canteens  

10 

9 

10 

10 

Clubs  

4 

3 

3 

3 

Dairies  

2 

- 

- 

- 

Licensed  Premises: 

Public  Houses  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Serving  main  meals  ......... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Off  Licences  

4 

4 

“ 

Totals  

78 

74 

51 

51 

One  restaurant  re-opened  during  the  year. 

2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Ice-cream  premises  18 

Preserved  food  premises  ....  9 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  29 

4.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premise  only,  and  the  registration 
is  limited  to  the  use  of  pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

5.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district. 

6.  There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

7.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of  any  positive 
samples  found.  The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the  public  health 
inspector  to  ensure  that  no  raw  milk  is  consumed . 

8.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  the  slaughterhouse)  is 
disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Meat  Inspections 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  at  which  all  animals  killed  are  inspected 
by  veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouse  is  sterilised  and  processed  at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a 
neighbouring  district . 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1969  :- 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: - 


Cattle 

exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  

3,782 

313 

1,523 

5,026 

- 

- 

Number  inspected  

3,782 

313 

1,523 

5,026 

- 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

2,328 

_ 

2 

1,426 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  . . . 

61.6 

0.2 

28  .4 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

— . . 

«.  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  .... 

8 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  ................ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

2 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  

2 

1 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years  .......... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  ......... 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

1 

“ 

— 

— 

- 

Total  cases  notified  . . 

5 

17 

2 

2 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 

at  1st  January,  1969  

10 

3 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 
the  first  time  during  the 
year  

1 

1 

. 

. 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers-in  etc.)  

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

the  Register  

2 

2 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  

11 

3 

2 

1 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  ......... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

5-10  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

“ 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

“ 

15  - 20  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  ....... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  ....... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

— 

35  - 45  years  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

45  - 55  years  

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  - 65  years  

. — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  

— 

“ 

— 

— 

"" 

Totals : .... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«e 

- 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1 . General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of  Northchurch , 
Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten  End)  and  Little  Gaddesden, 
which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1969  6,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1969  2,154 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1969  £284,794 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,088 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

46 

35 

81 

Illegitimate  

2 

2 

4 

Total  . . . 

48 

37 

85 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

12.9 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

13  .9 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

- 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  

- 

“ 

“ 

Total 

- 

2 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still) 

births : 

23  .0 

Deaths : 

Males  39,  Females  33  

63 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimate  population 

9 .5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

9 .4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  

NIL 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  

1 

- 

1 

Total  . . . 

1 

- 

1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

11  .8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

• . • 

0 .0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

0.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  0.0 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  23.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  3.18 

Cancer  2.42 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.36 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  1.57 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  (excluding 

T.B.  but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.15 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1969  was 
6,600,  the  same  as  mid-1968  . The  natural  increase  of  the  population  last 
year,  i .e . excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  22. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.08  and  0.99  respectively.  These  factors  for  use 
with  crude  birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and 
make  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability 
factors  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with 
the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  after 
allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  85  a decrease  of  18  on  the 
previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  13.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  16.8  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


Two  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate 
was  23.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  28.3  in  the  previous 
year  and  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  63,  (males  30,  females  33), 
an  increase  of  five. 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  8.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  11.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
19.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15  - 24  years 
25  - 34  years 
35  - 44  years 
45  - 54  years 
55  - 64  years 
65  - 74  years 
75  years  and  over 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

6 

1 

7 

7 

3 

10 

9 

8 

17 

7 

19 

26 

ALL  CAUSES: 


30  33  63 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1969 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

• ♦ • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

1 

1 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

10 

5 

15 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

1 

8 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

3 

4 

Influenza  

2 

- 

2 

Pneumonia  

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes  

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

30 

33 

63 

Infant  Mortality  in  1969 


Cause  of  Death 
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0 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  Water  Board  . 

The  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet  of 
St.  Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

It  is  understood  that  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  Water  Board  is  less  than  0.1  parts  per  million  and  that  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has  a fluoride  content  of 
not  more  than  0.5  parts  per  million. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table ;- 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supplj 
of  SI 



by  means 

:andpipes 

( approx . ) 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

' 

Population 

Aldbury  

1,008 

301 

1,008 

- 

- 

Little  Gaddesden  .... 

Nettleden  with 

1,200 

373 

1,200 

“ 

Potten  End  

1,222 

409 

1,222 

- 

- 

Northchurch  

1,154 

357 

1,154 

- 

- 

Tring  Rural  

968 

280 

939 

11 

29 

Wigginton  

1,181 

377 

1,181 

“ 

— 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  privately-owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  is  open  to  the 
public  and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  District  and  surrounding 
area.  The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  is  equipped  with  a heating  unit, 
chlorination  plant  and  continuous  sand  pressure  filtration. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton; 

The  Council's  scheme  for  sewering  Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton  was 
placed  before  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  In  September,  after 
a visit  by  one  of  his  Inspectors,  the  Minister  agreed  the  proposals  in  principle, 
but  deferred  approval  for  the  invitation  of  tenders  until  the  easing  of  the  then 
current  restriction  on  capital  expenditure  by  Local  Authorities.  In  November, 
following  representations  by  the  Council,  the  Minister  agreed  to  meet  a deputation 
to  discuss  this  decision  and  in  December,  as  a result  of  that  discussion,  the 
Minister  suggested  that  the  Council  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  the  scheme 
and  approach  the  Ministry  again  shortly  before  completion  of  tender  documents . 
However,  it  was  emphasised  that  this  should  not  be  taken  to  mean  that  approval 
to  go  to  tender  would  be  given. 

/continued . . . 
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Little  Gaddesden: 


The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  continued  to  investigate  the  various 
factors  influencing  the  design  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  this  area. 

Nettleden  with  Potten  End: 

The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963.  The  village  of  Nettleden 
has  not  been  sewered,  but  schemes  for  the  provision  of  a sewer  for  this  village  form 
part  of  the  schemes  which  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  are  investigating  in 
connection  with  Little  Gaddesden. 

Tring  Rural: 

Reasonable  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  construction  of  the  sewerage 
scheme  to  serve  the  Tring  Rural  area.  Completion  of  the  main  sewers  is  expected 
early  in  1970  and  of  the  whole  scheme,  including  the  connection  of  those 
properties  at  present  served  by  the  existing  drainage  system,  by  mid-1970 . 

The  scheme  makes  provision  for  the  sewerage  of  the  villages  of  Long  Marston  and 
Wilstone  which  comprise  the  major  part  of  Tring  Rural  parish.  A pumping  station 
in  each  village  is  provided  and  the  sewage  pumped  to  the  Tring  Urban  District 
Council's  disposal  works. 


Cesspool  Emptying 


Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  in  operation.  The  Council's  Surveyor 
is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  service.  The  completion  of  the 
sewerage  scheme  to  the  Tring  Rural  area  will  make  very  little  difference  to  the 
volume  of  work  with  which  the  existing  service  has  to  deal,  for  the  reason  that  the 
major  part  of  that  area  was  already  drained  to  the  existing  drainage  system. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


The  Council  purchased  a second  vehicle  during  the  year,  so  that  refuse 
collection  is  now  carried  out  by  way  of  two  Shelvoke  8s  Drewry  18  cu.yd.  refuse 
lorries,  each  with  a two-man  crew.  Disposal  is  effected  by  controlled  tipping, 
using  a tracked  angle-dozer;  the  dozer  operator  carries  out  his  duties  on  a 
contract  basis.  A small  staff-room  is  provided  at  the  refuse  tip  for  use  by 
refuse  collection  and  disposal  personnel . 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision,  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors); 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,2, 3, 4,  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  

10 

6 

k 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local  Authority 

1 

\ 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises)  . 

Total  

11 

7 

- 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 


2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General : 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  75 

Housing  Acts  49 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  32 

Water  Supplies  2 

Drainage  7 

Moveable  dwellings  45 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  7 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  9 

Petroleum  Acts  „ 7 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  5 

Pests  Acts  - rats  and  mice  876 

Food  Premises 

Slaughterhouses  1 

Butchers  Shops  5 


Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

Licensed  premises  

Restaurants  etc.  


Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  5 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  4 

Food  inspection  visits  -. 

Watercress  beds  

Other  Samples  


N.B.  The  figure  given  for  inspection  under  the  "Pests  Acts  - rats  and  mice" 
includes  those  undertaken  by  the  Pests  Destruction  Officer. 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.68 . 

1969 

1969 

31.12.69 . 

Formal  . . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Informal 

11 

11 

9 

13 

Total  . . . 

12 

11 

10 

13 

Brucella  Abortus: 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  as  a result  of  positive  ring  test  reports  on 
bulk  milk  samples,  detailed  sampling  was  carried  out  at  three  farms.  One  of 
these  was  a producer/retailer  retailing  raw  milk,  who,  quite  informally  agreed 
to  suspend  the  sale  of  raw  milk  pending  investigation  and  detailed  testing. 

These  investigations  and  tests  cleared  the  herd  and  allowed  resumption  of  raw  milk 
retailing.  At  one  of  the  other  two  farms  tests  showed  one  animal  to  be  affected 
and  as  this  milk  was  being  pasteurised  the  owner  agreed  to  dispose  of  the  animal 
for  slaughter  at  the  end  of  its  lactation  period.  In  the  case  of  the  third  farm, 
whilst  detailed  testing  was  welcomed  by  the  farmer  initially  as  soon  as  it  became 
obvious  that  the  probability  was  that  the  major  part  of  the  herd  might  be  shown 
to  be  affected,  the  owner,  through  his  veterinary  surgeon,  declined  to  afford 
further  testing  facilities,  so  that  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  which 
animals,  if  any,  were  infected.  Obviously  the  farmer  welcomed  the  chance  that 
the  test  might  have  indicated  one  or  two  reactors,  but  as  soon  as  this  possibility 
appeared  to  be  a remote  one,  there  appeared  to  be  little  interest  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  infection.  The  milk  from  this  herd  was  pasteurised  and,  therefore, 
the  consumers  were  not  put  at  risk. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act: 

During  the  year  reports  were  received  alleging  that  certain  premises  were 
being  used  as  an  animal  boarding  establishment.  In  this  particular  case  action 
was  taken  by  the  Council  under  the  Town  & Country  Planning  Acts.  The  Animal 
Boarding  Establishment  Act,  which  was  apparently  enacted  for  the  particular 
purpose  of  ensuring  that  animals  received  humane  and  proper  treatment  in  such 
establishments,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  premises  were  licensed,  following 
proper  application  by  the  occupier.  Where,  therefore,  a person  denies  that 
animals  are  being  boarded,  a Local  Authority  is  powerless  to  challenge  this  by  way 
of  site  visits.  The  difficulty  facing  an  authority,  in  proving  that  premises 
are  being  used  in  contravention  of  the  Act,  when  its  officers  are  prohibited 
from  carrying  out  site  inspection,  needs  no  elaboration,  and  the  action  of  the 
legislators  in  requiring  enforcement  of  the  Act  without  providing  the  basic 
authority  for  obtaining  evidence  that  the  Act  is  being  contravened  is,  in  my  view, 
quite  ridiculous,  and  adds  quite  unnecessarily  to  the  many  difficulties  which 
in  any  case  are  always  met  in  enforcement  of  legislation. 


HOUSING 


The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council 
housing  are  proceeding  as  follows :- 

Wilstone : Construction  of  8 three-bedroom  houses  and  4 one-bedroom  flats 

has  been  commenced  and  is  progressing  satisfactorily.  It  is  expected  that 
completion  will  be  effected  early  in  1970.  These  12  units  represent  the 
first  phase  of  development  on  this  site  which  it  is  anticipated  will  ultimately 
contain  38  units  of  accommodation.  Roadworks  to  this  phase  of  the  scheme  were 
completed  before  house  building  commenced. 


/continued  . . . 
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Wigginton:  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

the  Council's  Surveyor  has  prepared  an  amended  scheme  of  greater  density 
which  will  allow  the  construction  of  34  three-bedroom  and  8 one-bedroom  units 
of  accommodation,  together  with  38  garages.  This  scheme  has  been  submitted  for 
planning  approval. 

Little  Gaddesden:  During  the  year  the  Council  completed  the  redevelopment 

of  the  site  previously  known  as  1 - 3 Bede  Houses.  21  one-bedroom  bungalows 
were  erected,  on e of  which  was  adapted  as  a Warden's  bungalow  and  the  other 
20  allocated  to  Council  house  applicants  and  to  tenants  of  under-occupied 
three-bedroom  Council  houses.  A lady  warden  was  appointed  by  the  Council  and 
the  whole  scheme  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

Aldbury : Stoneycroft  - In  December  of  this  year,  after  consultation  with  the 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  architects  acting  for  the  Council 
were  proceeding  to  apply  for  housing  cost  yardstick  and  planning  approval  to  a 
scheme  providing  for  8 three-bedroom  houses  and  8 one-bedroom  flats . This 
represents  an  amendment  of  the  scheme  referred  to  in  the  1968  Annual  Report, 
which  received  planning  consent  for  the  erection  of  12  units  of  accommodation. 

Long  Marston:  O.S.  215  Tring  Road  - Consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  was  obtained  by  the  Parish  Council  to  the  sale  of  approximately 
| acre  of  land  to  the  Rural  District  Council.  The  sale  was  completed  during 
1969  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  use  the  land  for  Council  house 
building . 

Potten  End:  Land  at  the  rear  of  Village  Hall  - Approximately  1.5  acres  of 
land  have  been  purchased  for  Council  housing  purposes  at  Potten  End  and  a 
scheme  for  its  development  is  being  prepared  by  architects  acting  for  the 
Council . 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  the 
following  Improvement  Grants  were  approved :- 

Number  No.  of  Houses  Total  Amount 

Discretionary  Grants  .........  7 7 £1,937 

Standard  Grants  . 6 6 £820 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were:- 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) 
1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

10 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

21 

1-bedroom  old  People's 

8 

bungalows 

— 

/continued  . . . 


The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.69.  was  as  follows :- 


( a )  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1969 : - 


Number 

Site 

of 

Type 

Houses 

Little 

Bede 

Gaddesden, 

Houses  

21 

1-bedroom  Old  People's  bungalows. 

(b )  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  during  the  year, 

but  not  completed 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Wilstone, 

Poulton's  Land  

12 

3-bedroom  houses 
(8) 

1-bedroom  flats 
(4) 

12 

- 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 
at  31. 12.69:- 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Aldbury,  adj  . Brownmead  .... 

16 

( 3-bedroom 

houses 

(8) 

( 1-bedroom 

flats 

(8) 

Wigginton,  Common  Field  .... 

42 

(3-bedroom 

houses 

(34) 

( 1-bedroom 

flats 

(8) 

Potten  End,  Village  Hall  Site 

10 

( 2-bedroom 

houses 

(4) 

( 1-bedroom 

flats 

(6) 

Wilstone,  Poulton's  Land 

(2nd  phase)  

26 

( 3-bedroom 

houses 

(22) 

( 1-bedroom 

flats 

(4) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1969 


384 


Caravans 


There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District,  as  follows :- 


Northchurch  (The  Limit)  50  caravans 

Wigginton  (Beech  Park)  39  caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban)  4 caravans 


Beech  Park  Caravan  Site,  Wigginton: 

A sewage  disposal  plant  with  effluent  discharge  to  a bore  hole  has  now 
been  installed  and  came  into  operation  in  October  of  this  year.  To  date  the 
operation  of  this  plant  has  proved  completely  satisfactory,  but  as  routine 
sampling  of  the  effluent  has  not  yet  commenced  it  is  not  possible  at  this  stage 
to  comment  on  the  plant's  efficiency. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District . Animals 
purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining  area,  but  the 
majority  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale  meat  trade. 

Food  Premises 

Where,  as  a result  of  routine  visits  in  connection  with  food  premises  and 
mobile  food  shops  etc.,  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  informal  notices, 
such  notices  were  immediately  complied  with  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
institute  any  statutory  action  in  connection  with  requirements  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1969:- 


Type  of  Premises 

No . 

No . Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 

16 

No . to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies 

No . Compl 
ing  with 
Regulatic 
19 

Butchers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Sugar  confectionery  (Sweets)  .... 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Licensed  premises  

13 

13 

13 

13 

Licensed  premises  serving  main 

meals  (included  in  above)  . . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream 
(pre-packed)  

10 

10 

10 

10 

School  kitchens  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Nursing  home  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note : Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 
to  be  provided . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  . . 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

1 

1-2  years  

1 

2-3  years  

3 

3-4  years  

2 

4-5  years  

2 

5-10  years  

10 

10  - 15  years  ................. 

9 

15  - 25  years  

1 

25  - 45  years  

- 

45  - 65  years  ................. 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

Age  unknown  

“ 

Total  Cases  Notified  ..... 

29 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  1969  .............. 

16 

8 

- 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  ..... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  regi- 
ster other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers  in,  etc.)  

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  the  year  ....... 

6 

3 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  12  ^ 6 , - 1 


New  Cases  Nil 

Deaths  Nil 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Dacorum  Division 


comprised  of 

the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  & Tring 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Hemel  Hempstead  & Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
1969 

by 

R.  S.  HYND , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Departmental  Medical  Officers; 

J . C.  BROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

S.  J.  GARDINER,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.D. 

B . S . M . MARSHALL , M . B . , Ch.B. 

J.  POOLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D .C  .H . 
A.  WILKES,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 


F.  C.  J.  FAWCETT,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.W.  JOHN,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  M.  WRAY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H .V . , Queen's  Nurse  (Resigned  March) 

Miss  V ,L . TURNER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse  (Appointed  May) 

Deputy  Divisional  Nursing  Officer : 

Miss  M.  DOHERTY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse  (Resigned  September) 

Miss  C.  J.  BADCOCK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H .V . , D .N . Certificate  (Appointed  December) 

Health  Visitors: 


Miss  Y . 

ANDREWS 

Miss 

P. 

CRAMP 

Miss  C 

. N.  McCONACHIE 

Mrs  . D . 

ARNOTT 

Mrs  . 

A. 

A.  HANDLEY 

Mrs  . M 

. McMAHON 

Mrs.  B. 

ASHTON 

Mrs  . 

M . 

HOOK 

Mrs  . L 

. SAUNDERS 

Miss  M. 

L.  BAKER 

Miss 

0 . 

B.  IVES 

Mrs  . I 

. E . WONNEBERGER 

Mrs  . S . 

CADE 

Miss 

R. 

M . S . JOHNSON 

Mrs  . B 

. BOWYER  (Part-time) 

Miss  I . 

A.  R.  CARTER 

Mrs  . 

D . 

KNIGHT 

Mrs  . K 

. CLIFT  (Part-time) 

Miss  P. 

CODLING 

Mrs  . 

J . 

MINTY 

Mrs.  A.M.  SMART  (Part-time) 

Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Miss  D . 

I . DOWNES 

Miss 

K. 

A.  HOPKINS 

District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Mrs . P . 

BROWNE 

Miss 

E . 

R.  HAGUE 

Miss  J 

. S.  SLATER 

Mrs . P . 

CABOURNE 

Mrs  . 

M. 

KEENAN 

Mrs  . J 

. A.  WADE 

Miss  M. 

CHALKER 

Miss 

E . 

LOCHRIE 

Mrs  . H 

. E . WILLS 

Miss  M. 

DRING 

Mrs  . 

J . 

MURNAGHAN 

Miss  K 

. YEARSDEN 

Miss  E . 

E.  FRASER 

Miss 

I . 

MURRELL 

Mrs  . E . 

GILLSON 

Mrs  . 

V. 

L.  SCOTT 

Midwives : 

Miss  L . 

ABRAHAMS 

Miss 

I . 

SAXBY 

District  Nurses: 

Mrs  . E . 

ATTWOOD 

Mrs  . 

R. 

MacDONALD 

Mrs.  E.G.  COX  (Part-time) 

Mr.  J .F 

. GRINDROD 

Mrs  . 

B . 

S PRATT 

Mrs  . S 

. HOLLIS  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.M.  HAMLYN 

Mrs  . 

G. 

M.  STOCKWELL 

Mrs  . M 

. IRELAND  (Part-time) 

Mrs  . C 

.L.  VINE  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E .C . VINES  (Part-time) 

Health  Visitor  Assistants: 

Mrs  . A . 

M.  COLLINS 

Mrs  . 

N. 

KERRY 

Mrs  . E 

. J . RIDLER 

Mrs  . E . 

GRIFFIN 

Mrs  . 

M. 

M.  PETERSON 

Mrs  . J 

. L.  SMITH. 
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Night  Nurses  (S.E.N.): 


Mrs . M . NEWLANDS 


Social  Work  Unit: 


Mrs . P . J . PECK 


Divisional  Social  Worker 

- 

Mr  . 

G.F 

. GUEST 

Divisional  Welfare  Officer 

- 

Mr. 

R.H 

. CURWEN 

Assistant  Divisional  Welfare  Officer 

- 

Mr. 

B. 

WHALLEY 

Senior  Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Miss 

G. 

ESHELBY 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Mrs  . 

P. 

M.  BARKER 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health 

- 

Mr. 

B. 

P.  GRISEWOOD 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Mrs . 

P. 

McSWEENEY 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Mrs  . 

J . 

A.  WHATLEY 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Miss 

M. 

E.  YALE 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health)  (Part-time) 

- 

Mrs  . 

P. 

R.  MEADOWS 

Social  Worker  (Blind) 

- 

Mrs  . 

M . 

McCREERY 

Social  Worker  (Physically  Handicapped) 

Mrs  . 

I . 

H.  BRAZIER 

Social  Worker  (Blind  & Physically  Handicapped) 

— 

Mrs  . 

H . 

RICHARDSON 

Help  Service: 

Divisional  Home  Help  Organiser 

- 

Mrs  . 

F. 

C.  DIXON 

Home  Help  Organiser 

- 

Mrs  . 

B. 

MAYNE 

Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser  (Part-time) 

- 

Mrs . 

B . 

W . LAWTON 

Chief  Clerk: 

Mr.  D.  HARLING 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Introduction : 


In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  provided 
in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  purposely  brief,  reviews 
the  health  and  welfare  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis  to  the 
local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  development  of  the 
health  and  welfare  services,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 


Staff: 

The  composition  of  the  medical,  nursing  and  social  work  staff  is  listed 
on  the  previous  pages.  The  changes  among  the  nursing  and  social  work  staff 
were  many  and  the  number  of  all  staff  on  establishment  was  slightly  more. 

Dr.  Gardiner  replaced  Dr.  Harbord  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  the 
deputy  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  Division  and  Dr.  Brown  joined  as  a 
departmental  medical  officer  in  a part-time  capacity . The  number  of  medical 
staff,  however,  is  still  below  the  full  needs  of  the  Division. 

There  were  many  changes  among  the  nursing  staff  both  in  personnel  and 
in  establishment.  The  number  of  nurses  working  solely  as  health  visitors 
was  unchanged  but  there  was  a significant  fall  in  the  number  of  triple  qualified 
nurses  working  as  health  visitor/district  nurse/midwives.  To  make  up  for  the 
shortage  in  the  latter  duties  two  additional  full-time  district  nurse/midwives  were 
engaged  and  one  part-time  district  nurse.  The  health  visitor  deficiency  was 
compensated  by  an  increase  of  three  in  the  number  of  health  visitor  assistants . 

Changes  among  the  social  work  personnel  were  numerous  though  the 
establishment  was  only  increased  by  one.  The  social  work  unit  is  a relatively 
new  and  rapidly  expanding  section  of  the  Department  and  a significant  increase 
in  social  workers  must  be  expected  in  the  next  few  years  if  the  full  development 
of  the  social  services  is  to  be  realised. 

Professional  training  of  all  grades  of  staff  was  maintained,  indeed  the 
number  attending  training  courses  showed  an  overall  increase.  While  the  policy 
of  keeping  staff  up-to-date  in  their  professional  studies  is  wholly  admirable, 
it  does  make  for  difficulties  in  the  work  programmes  especially  when  as  usually 
is  the  case  temporary  replacements  are  not  available.  In  times  of  staffing 
difficulties  it  is  the  more  routine  work  which  inevitably  suffers  and  a growing 
back-log  of  work  can  play  havoc  with  departmental  efficiency.  At  such  times 
one  often  wishes  for  the  halfpenny  as  well  as  the  bun. 


86 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1969 


Hemel 

Hempstead 

Borough 

Berkhamsted 

Urban 

District 

Hemel  Hemp- 

stead Rural 

District 

Tring 

Urban 

District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural 

District 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts . 

County 

Council 

England  8c 

Wales  (pro- 

visional 
figures ) 

Area  (Acres  

7,193 

1,982 

20,250 

4,407 

17,572 

51,404 

404 , 524 

* 

Population  

66 , 200 

15,170 

14,720 

8,680 

6,600 

111,370 

903,390 

48,826,800 

Live  Births  ........ 

1,045 

255 

229 

192 

85 

1,806 

14,300 

797,542 

Still  Births  ....... 

22 

3 

- 

1 

2 

28 

157 

10,662 

Deaths  

464 

166 

137 

85 

63 

915 

8,219 

579,463 

Deaths  under  1 

year  of  age  

14 

3 

4 

3 

1 

25 

202 

14,397 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated 

population 

Crude  

15.8 

16  .8 

15.6 

22.1 

12  .9 

16  .2 

15  .8 

16.3 

Adjusted  

13  .4 

17  .3 

16  .4 

21  .7 

13.9 

* 

14.9 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 

estimated 

population : 

Crude  

7.1 

10.9 

9.3 

9 .8 

9.5 

8 .2 

9.1 

11.9 

Adjusted  

10 .5 

11 .6 

9 .5 

11.8 

9.4 

* 

10.4 

Infective  and  Para- 

sitic  diseases 

(excluding  T ,B . 

but  including 

Syphilis  and 

other  V .D . ) ....... 

0.03 

0 .13 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

0.04 

0 .06 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

0.00 

0.00 

0 .07 

0.00 

0.00 

O.Ol) 

) 

0.03 

* 

Other  forms  of 

) 

Tuberculosis  

0 .00 

0.06 

0 .00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01) 

Respiratory  Dis- 

eases  (excluding 

tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system) 

0.92 

1 .71 

0.56 

0.69 

1.57 

1 .13 

1 .27 

* 

Cancer  

1 .75 

2 .44 

1 .83 

2 .30 

2.42 

1.94 

1 .95 

* 

Heart  8c  Circulatory 

Diseases  

2 .40 

4.22 

2 .99 

3.92 

3.18 

2.89 

2 .17 

* 

Vascular  Lesions 

of  the  Nervous 

System  

1 .01 

1.12 

1 .36 

1.38 

1.36 

1 .12 

1 .32 

* 

Infant  Mortality  .... 

13.4 

11.7 

17  .5 

15.6 

11 .8 

13.8 

14.1 

18.0 

Neo -Natal 

Mortality  

10 .5 

3.9 

17.5 

10.4 

0.0 

10.0 

10.0 

12.0 

Early  Neo-Natal 

Mortality  

10.5 

3.9 

13.1 

10  .4 

0.0 

9.4 

9.0 

10.0 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality  

31.6 

15  .5 

13.1 

15.5 

23.0 

24.5 

20.0 

23.0 

Still  Birth 

Rate  

20.6 

11  .6 

0.0 

5.2 

23.0 

15.3 

10.9 

13.0 

Maternal  Mortality  . . 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.7 

* 

* Figures  not  available 


-•  87 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  1969 
was  1,806  (894  males,  912  females),  a decrease  of  92  compared  with  the  previous 
year . 


The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  16.2  per  1,000  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  17.2  for  1968. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  112  or  6.2  per  cent  of  the  total 
live  births  compared  with  152  and  8.0  per  cent  respectively  for  the  previous 
year . 


Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  915  (469  males,  446  females),  a decrease  of  13  on  the  total  for  1968. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.2  per  1,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  8.4  for  the  previous  year.  The  principal  causes  of 
death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were;- 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

2.  Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  87  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 


Infant  Mortality 

In  1969,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  25,  a 
decrease  of  seven  from  the  previous  year.  Eighteen  infants  were  under  four 
weeks  of  age  at  time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  13.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  16.9  for  1968. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  11.3  as  compared  with  15.5  for  1968. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  53.6  as  compared  with  32.9  for  1968. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one 
year  of  age : - 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Prematurity  

9 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Birth  Injury  

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Other  Congenital 

Abnormalities  

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Kidney  Tumour  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Bronchiolitis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

4 

Broncho-pneumonia  

1 

1 

1 

Total  

17 

- 

1 

- 

18 

4 

- 

3 

- 

25 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1969 


District 

Totals  for  Division 

Disease 

Borough  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of  Berkhamsted 

Rural  District  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Rural  District 

of  Berkhamsted 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

- 

1 

5 

- 

7 

Whooping  Cough  

6 

- 

- 

2 

- 

8 

Measles 

124 

44 

16 

17 

29 

230 

Acute  Meningitis  

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Dysentery  

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Food  Poisoning  

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

7 

Infective  Hepatitis  

7 

3 

1 

2 

- 

13 

Malaria  (Contracted  abroad).. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  - Pulmonary  .... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

- 

8 

Non-Pulmonary . 

1 

1 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Midwifery 

The  total  number  of  births,  live  and  still,  among  residents  in  the  division 
was  1,834,  108  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  overall  percentage  of 
domiciliary  births  was  relatively  unchanged  at  30%  of  the  total  births  (31%  in  1968 
and  32%  in  1967)  but  the  individual  variations  among  the  five  constituent  districts 
were  more  marked.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  births  was  highest  in  the  Borough 
with  33%  and  lowest  in  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  where  only  18%  of  the  year's 
babies  were  born  at  home . 

Hospital  births  (including  births  in  nursing  homes)  fell  from  1,337  in  1968 
to  1,280  last  year.  The  decrease  in  the  number  (77)  of  births  in  the  St.  Paul's 
Hospital  was  greater  than  the  total  decrease  in  the  division.  This  is  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  considerable  fall  in  the  total  Borough  births  which  was  just 
over  one  hundred  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  despite  an  increase  in  the  total 
population  of  nearly  three  thousand. 

The  forty-eight  hour  early  discharge  scheme  gained  further  popularity  last 
year  when  24%  of  all  the  hospital  births  were  so  discharged.  The  percentage  of 
early  discharges  was  again  highest  in  Tring  with  44%. 

The  following  tables  show  a breakdown  of  births  into  hospital  and  domiciliary 
and  a further  breakdown  of  the  hospital  births  into  the  different  hospitals  in  which 
the  births  occurred : - 


BIRTHS  1969 

(Adjusted  for  Inward  and  Outward  Transfers) 
1 . Live  and  Still  by  Districts  (Residents) : 


District 

Hospital 

Domiciliary 

Total 

Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  

716 

360 

1,076 

Berkhamsted  Urban  .... 

206 

46 

252 

Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  

157 

65 

222 

Tring  Urban  ....  

130 

58  " 

188 

Berkhamsted  Rural  

71 

25 

96 

Division  

1,280 

554 

1,834 

2.  Total  Births:  Live  = 1,806 

Still  = 28 


1,834 


3 . Hospital  Births  (Residents)  - (Live  and  Still): 


Hospital 

Borough 

B.U.D. 

H.H.R.D. 

T.U.D. 

B.R.D. 

Total 

St  . Paul ' s 

650 

173 

84 

24 

44 

975 

St . Albans  City  

6 

1 

13 

1 

2 

23 

Watford  General  

36 

6 

9 

1 

2 

54 

Other  County  Hospitals 

2 

2 

12 

- 

- 

16 

Bucks  Hospitals  

5 

21 

9 

104 

21 

16Q 

Luton  and  Beds  Hospitals  .... 

1 

- 

25 

- 

1 

27 

London  Hospitals  

14 

2 

3 

- 

1 

20 

Other  Out-County  Hospitals 

2 

1 

2 

" 

5 

Totals : 

716 

206 

157 

130 

71 

1,280 
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Child  Welfare  Centres 


In  previous  years  it  has  been  the  custom  in  this  section  to  comment  upon 
any  particular  clinical  developments  which  have  taken  place  during  the  year 
and  the  general  "comings  and  goings"  of  the  clinics.  In  view  of  the  omission 

from  the  report  this  year  of  a separate  section  on  epidemiology,  it  might  be 

appropriate  here  to  comment  upon  the  immunization  state  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  as  immunization  procedures  are  an  important  function  of  all  clinics 

whether  they  be  under  the  management  of  the  local  health  authority  or  the  family 

doctor . 

There  certainly  has  been  no  "let  up"  in  this  important  task  and  indeed  since 
the  introduction  of  vaccination  against  Measles  the  work  has  increased.  No 
reliable  figures  can  as  yet  be  given  for  Measles  vaccination  partly  because  of 
the  relatively  short  period  since  it  was  first  introduced  in  clinics  and  partly 
because  there  are  no  detailed  records  available  of  the  children  who  have  had 
the  disease  and  who,  therefore,  are  no  longer  at  risk. 

The  immunization  state  for  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Polio 
remains  high,  the  percentage  of  children  immunized  in  the  five  districts 
composing  the  division  varying  between  85%  and  93%.  These  small  variations 
are  not  significant  but  those  for  Smallpox  vaccination  are.  Here  the  percentage 
of  children  protected  is  between  60  - 63%  in  all  the  districts  except  the  Borough 
where  it  is  only  38%.  It  is  not  clear  why  this  variation  should  occur  but  it  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  clinics  in  the  hope  that  the  trend  can  be  reversed. 


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 

The  importance  of  the  open  clinics  in  cervical  cytology  continues  to  be  well 
recognised  judging  by  the  number  of  women  attending  them,  which  last  year  was  925. 
Of  equal  importance  to  these  women  is  that  every  care  is  taken  by  the  clinic  and 
laboratory  to  ensure  the  tests  are  completely  accurate  and  never  liable  to  give 
a false  picture.  Nearly  half  of  the  original  tests  were  re-taken  because  of  some 
minor  technical  fault  which  prevented  the  laboratory  technicians  giving  a complete- 
ly accurate  report  without  any  technical  reservation.  Doubts  which  are  capable  of 
resolution  are  not  to  be  entertained  when  cancer  is  in  question. 

Three  positive  results  were  disclosed,  and  in  each  instance  after  further 
investigation  some  form  of  operative  surgery  was  necessary.  Happily  in  each  case 
the  ultimate  prognosis  is  expected  to  be  good. 

Following  the  clinic  examination,  76  women  were  referred  to  their  family 
doctor  for  further  investigation  and  treatment  of  minor  defects  not  all  of  which 
were  gynaecological . 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Medical  Inspections 


The  change,  briefly  discussed  in  last  year's  report,  from  routine  to 
selective  medical  examinations  was  started  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The 
importance  of  the  initial  examination  of  all  primary  school  entrants  was 
emphasised  by  giving  double  the  time  previously  given  for  the  examination  so  as 
to  allow  a fuller  discussion  of  the  child's  health  with  the  parent,  doctor, 
nurse  and,  where  necessary,  the  teacher.  Defects,  of  whatever  nature,  discovered 
at  the  examination  are  followed  up  for  as  long  as  they  persist  and  affect  the 
child's  school  performance.  It  must  be  emphasised  that  treatment  of  defects  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  family  doctor  and  hospital  and  not  the  school  doctor. 
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/continued . . . 


Children  are  not  again  examined  after  the  entrant  examination  unless 
defects  were  discovered  at  the  first  examination  or  have  since  developed  . 

Few  children  these  days  contract  illnesses  which  leave  a residual  disability 
as  was  so  common  in  the  past,  and  one  now  expects  a child  to  go  through  his 
school  life  without  requiring  major  medical  attention  providing  he  avoids 
injury  on  the  roads  or  at  play. 

But  the  efficacy  of  selective  medical  examinations  depends  entirely  on 
the  efficacy  of  the  arrangements  for  spotting  defects  as  they  occur  and  affect 
the  child.  Anything  which  affects  a child's  health  must  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  school  health  service  by  the  parent,  the  school  or  the  school 
nurse.  Ascertainment  of  defects  is  the  heart  of  the  selective  examination 
scheme,  and  we  have  still  to  find  the  correct  pattern  for  all  schools,  if  there 
is  a single  pattern  which  can  be  applied  to  them  all.  Our  procedures  are 
under  constant  review  for  only  by  co-ordination  of  effort  between  school  and 
school  health  service  will  the  problem  of  ascertainment  be  resolved. 


Medical  Inspections  1969 


(a)  Number  of  children  who  received  a full  medical  examination : - 


Age  Group  (year)  Number 


1965  and  later 23 

1964  1,699 

1963  228 

1962  79 

1961  57 

1960  62 

1959  ...  53 

1958  113 

1957  296 

1956  16 

1955  84 

1954  and  earlier  60 


Total:  ...  2,770 


(b)  Other  Inspections : - 

Number  of  special  inspections  271 

Number  of  re-inspections  2,889 


Total:  ...  3,160 
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Defects  Found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


Periodic 

Inspections 

■ 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

Defect 

or 

Disease 

d 

0 

d 

0 

d 

o 

c 

o 

p 

•H 

p 

•H 

p 

•H 

p 

*H 

d 

p 

d 

p 

d 

p 

d 

p 

0 

d 

0 

cti 

0 

d 

0 

d 

E 

> 

E 

> 

E 

> 

E 

p 

Sh 

P 

u 

P 

u 

P 

U 

03 

0 

d 

0 

cti 

0 

d 

0 

<D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

U 

£2 

u 

X) 

u 

£2 

U 

£3 

H 

o 

Eh 

o 

Eh 

O 

Eh 

o 

Skin 

30 

52 

- 

3 

4 

7 

34 

62 

Eyes : 

( a)  Vision 

48 

41 

5 

1 

27 

14 

80 

56 

(b)  Squint 

54 

34 

- 

- 

2 

6 

56 

40 

(c)  Other 

5 

4 

— 

* 

1 

2 

6 

6 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

58 

89 

2 

2 

16 

12 

76 

103 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

18 

146 

- 

- 

3 

9 

21 

155 

(c)  Other 

2 

146 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

152 

Nose  and  Throat 

33 

208 

2 

2 

2 

39 

37 

249 

Speech  

33 

84 

- 

- 

3 

4 

36 

88 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

7 

- 

1 

1 

5 

3 

13 

Heart  

6 

42 

- 

- 

- 

10 

6 

52 

Lungs  

13 

177 

1 

4 

7 

25 

21 

206 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia 

4 

8 

- 

- 

3 

2 

7 

10 

(b)  Other 

18 

66 

1 

2 

10 

42 

29 

110 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture 

4 

16 

- 

4 

5 

8 

9 

28 

(b)  Feet 

18 

39 

1 

- 

3 

12 

22 

51 

(c)  Other 

12 

37 

1 

1 

3 

14 

16 

52 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

8 

(b)  Other 

1 

32 

1 

5 

12 

6 

45 

Psychological : 

46 

(a)  Development 

1 

31 

1 

2 

1 

13 

3 

(b)  Stability 

23 

41 

3 

7 

38 

30 

82 

Abdomen  

2 

7 

- 

2 

1 

9 

3 

18 

Other  

7 

12 

1 

2 

2 

5 

10 

19 
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DENTAL  HEALTH  CAMPAIGN 


A dental  health  campaign  was  mounted  throughout  the  County  during  the 
month  of  March  in  an  attempt  to  increase  the  public  awareness  towards  dental 
health.  Much  of  the  divisional  dental  resources  in  staff  and  time  were  deployed 
on  this  project  both  during  the  campaign  and  in  the  two  months'  preparatory 
period.  The  campaign  lacked  nothing  for  enthusiasm  and  effort. 

Divisional  resources  were  too  limited  for  the  campaign  to  be  directed 
towards  the  whole  population  and,  therefore,  the  age  groups  such  as  the 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  the  school  children  who  would  be  likely  to 
be  more  responsive  to  the  aims  of  the  campaign  were  chosen  as  the  primary 
target . 

In  the  preparatory  work,  approaches  either  by  personal  meetings  or  by  letter 
were  made  to  the  schools,  the  clinics,  the  hospitals,  the  dentists  and  pharmacists, 
the  day  nurseries,  the  play  groups  and  indeed  to  any  organisation  who  might  be 
even  remotely  interested  in  the  aims  of  the  campaign. 

The  campaign  was  largely  based  on  films,  displays,  posters  and  school 
projects.  Most  primary  schools  used  all  of  these  methods  and  indeed  the  greatest 
support  for  the  campaign  came  from  the  schools.  Projects  were  mounted  on  all 
phases  of  dental  health  and  in  a variety  of  novel  ways.  The  projects  included 
painting  and  modelling.  Maths  lessons  were  used  to  study  dental  statistics  and 
graphs,  such  items  as  the  brands  of  toothpaste  used  and  the  number  of  carious 
teeth  per  pupil  were  recorded.  History  lessons  were  used  to  cover  dentistry 
throughout  the  ages . 

Some  of  the  projects  were  of  such  interest  that  they  are  worthy  of  special 
note.  One  infant  school  enacted  a "Molar  Ballet"  in  which  the  children  amusingly 
depicted  the  fight  against  dental  caries.  . Another  school  invited  the  school 
dentist  to  take  dental  impressions  of  some  of  the  pupils  which  the  pupils  themselves 
cast  and  then  studied  . 

Apart  from  the  schools,  displays  were  mounted  in  the  Town  Hall  foyer  and 
at  the  principal  Health  Centre  in  the  Borough,  in  most  of  the  child  health  centres 
and  in  some  of  the  pharmacy  shop  windows.  Posters  were  everywhere  where  they  were 
likely  to  be  seen  and  read . To  inaugurate  the  campaign  a special  stage  show  and 
film  was  arranged  at  the  Odeon  Cinema,  Hemel  Hempstead  on  the  first  Saturday 
morning  of  the  campaign.  This  amusing  little  interlude  was  not  only  for  the 
benefit  of  the  600  children  attending  the  cinema  but  was  used  as  a basis  for  the 
press  coverage  of  the  campaign  which  the  local  press  so  amply  provided . 

The  details  of  the  campaign  are  given  to  show  how  the  many  hundreds  of  hours 
given  by  the  school  teachers,  nurses,  voluntary  workers  as  well  as  the  dental 
staff  were  spent.  The  dental  staff,  and  particularly  the  divisional  dental  officer 
and  the  dental  assistant,  were  always  heavily  engaged  and  much  of  their  work  in  the 
clinics  and  schools  had  to  be  deferred  for  the  period  of  the  campaign.  No  doubt 
similar  efforts  were  made  in  other  divisions  of  the  County  and  the  total  time 
spent  by  the  various  grades  of  staff  in  promoting  the  campaign  must  have  run  into 
thousands  of  hours . 

Bearing  in  mind  the  magnitude  of  the  effort  involved  it  was  only  proper  that 
a full  enquiry  into  the  tangible  results  of  the  campaign  should  be  made  . This 
was  done  using  both  subjective  and  objective  methods  to  get  a true  evaluation. 
Throughout  the  County  levels  were  assessed  just  before  and  then  at  intervals  of 
three  months  and  eight  months  after  the  campaign.  A detailed  report  has  been 
prepared  and  the  results  of  the  campaign  are  adequately,  if  somewhat  woefully,  summed 
up  in  the  first  sentence  of  the  conclusions  of  the  report  - 
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"An  evaluation  of  the  campaign  as  a whole  indicates 
that  changes  in  habits  did  occur  in  the  short  term  amongst 
school  children  but  these,  with  few  exceptions,  were  not 
large  or  lasting  and  the  picture  eight  months  after  the 
campaign  varied  only  slightly  from  the  pre-campaign  position." 


Was  all  the  time  and  effort  spent  on  this  campaign  wasted?  Judged  solely 
by  the  practical  results  the  answers  must  be  "yes"  but  we  can,  and  should,  use 
these  results  to  show  the  overwhelming  claim  for  the  fluoridation  of  the  public 
water  supplies  as  the  only  practical  way  to  ensure  a high  standard  of  dental  health 
in  the  community.  Those  who  oppose  fluoridation  always  claim  that  the  best  means 
of  ensuring  dental  health  is  through  health  education.  The  County  campaign,  if 
it  shows  nothing  else,  at  least  shows  the  extreme  difficulties  in  achieving 
any  worth  while  results  by  this  method  alone.  We  should  not  ignore  health  education 
methods  in  the  fight  against  dental  caries  but  equally  we  cannot  afford  to  ignore 
fluoridation,  a much  more  powerful  weapon,  while  we  are  waiting  for  the  community 
to  respond  to  our  dental  health  pleas . 

It  is  now  fourteen  years  since  the  practice  of  fluoridating  the  public  water 
supplies  was  first  begun  in  Watford  and  its  salutatory  effect  on  the  teeth  of  the 
Watford  children  has  been  amply  and  conclusively  demonstrated.  If  last  year's 
dental  campaign  has  any  message  for  the  community  it  must  surely  be  that  the 
fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supplies  must  be  extended  throughout  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  County,  and  a start  should  be  made  at  once. 


SOCIAL  WORK  UNIT 

This  section  of  the  report  was  last  year  devoted  to  the  work  done  by  the 
Unit  in  the  field  of  mental  health.  The  year  1968  was  the  last  of  three 
successive  years  on  which  the  spotlight  had  been  thrown  nationally  on  the  subject. 

In  each  of  these  years  a mental  health  week  was  held  throughout  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  the  community  about  the  problems  of  mental  health,  what 
was  being  done  to  help  the  mentally  handicapped  and  in  what  ways  the  community  could  heL 
towards  the  solution  of  the  problem.  To  redress  the  balance  it  is  perhaps  only  fair 
that  the  other  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Unit,  the  work  among  the  blind  and 
physically  handicapped,  should  now  receive  similar  notice. 

Excluding  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  the  number  of  registered 
physically  handicapped  persons  in  the  Division  is  309,  the  majority  of  whom  are 
so  handicapped  as  to  be  unemployable.  Only  25  persons  were  found  full-time 
jobs  by  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  with  a further  3 persons 
being  found  employment  under  sheltered  conditions.  The  remainder  were  accepted 
by  the  Unit  as  their  responsibility  and  with  assistance  from  voluntary  workers 
each  handicapped  person  was  given  as  much  help  as  the  somewhat  limited  resources 
could  provide . 

The  resources  included  the  Work  Centre  at  Hemel  Hempstead  where  approximately 
16  persons,  mostly  male,  attended  on  5 days  a week.  Work  was  obtained  from  various 
local  industries  and  paid  for  by  them  at  agreed  piece-time  rates..  Transport 
difficulties  prevented  a larger  catchment  area  being  covered  but  it  is  hoped  in 
the  coming  year  to  resolve  these  difficulties  and  provide  a further  8-10  places 
at  the  Centre  for  persons  living  in  the  more  distant  areas  of  the  Division. 

Only  a limited  range  of  work  is  suitable  for  the  Work  Centre  and  at  times 
the  flow  of  suitable  work  tends  to  dry  up.  January  and  February  are  the  most 
difficult  months  and  during  these  two  months  it  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  the 
number  of  attendances  at  the  Centre  because  of  lack  of  work.  The  work  needs  of 
the  housebound  have  also  to  be  considered  and  provision  of  suitable  out-work  for 
them  is  even  more  difficult  than  it  is  for  those  attending  the  Work  Centre. 
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The  number  of  aids  and  appliances  issued  to  patients  to  help  them 
overcome  some  of  their  disability  increase  each  year.  Equally,  more  adaptations 
to  individual  homes  to  make  living  conditions  easier  for  the  disabled  were  made 
last  year,  the  cost  of  the  adaptations  being  usually  shared  by  the  housing  and 
local  health  authorities. 

The  need  for  more  residential  care  increases,  particularly  for  those 
suffering  from  multiple  sclerosis  and  Parkinson's  disease.  Few  hospitals  can 
provide  accommodation  for  such  persons  except  in  the  geriatric  wards  which, 
because  of  the  different  age  range  and  different  mental  outlook,  is  usually 
inappropriate.  Again  the  number  of  residential  homes  catering  for  the  needs 
of  the  young  chronic  sick'  is  far  too  limited,  particularly  where  long-stay 
and  not  short-stay  accommodation  is  needed. 

The  lack  of  adequate  residential  care  can,  at  times,  cause  real  hardship 
to  both  patient  and  relatives,  hardships  which  would  be  greater  were  it  not 
for  the  help  given  so  freely  by  good  neighbours  and  members  of  local  voluntary 
organisations.  Welfare  work  owes  much  to  them. 

The  work  of  the  Unit  among  the  blind  follows  a similar  pattern.  The 
average  age  of  the  blind  is  obviously  higher  than  in  the  physical  handicaps 
and  the  number  of  blind  persons  is  less.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number 
of  registered  blind  persons  was  223  with  a further  67  registered  as  partially 
sighted.  Of  these,  28  blind  persons  are  in  full  employment  as  are  the 
majority  of  those  of  working  age  who  are  partially  sighted. 

The  Resettlement  Officer  for  the  blind  in  this  area  is  also  blind  himself . 

His  handicap  and  his  early  training  as  an  engineer  eminently  qualifies  him  for 
advising  prospective  employers  on  the  modifications  required  to  make  a machine 
suitable  for  handling  by  a blind  operator.  Three  full-time  employed  blind  men 
have  guide  dogs  to  take  them  to  and  from  work  as  also  does  one  housewife. 

The  Division  is  fortunate  in  having  a purpose-built  Centre  for  the  Blind 
at  Hemel  Hempstead,  built  largely  by  public  subscription  and  opened  in  1951. 

It  is,  however,  too  little  used,  simply  because  it  caters  only  for  one  type 
of  handicap.  If  its  use  could  be  extended  to  include  other  physical  handicaps 
its  value  to  the  community  would  be  greater.  It  is,  admittedly,  not  easy  to 
adapt  such  a building  to  serve  a dual  purpose,  and  equally  it  is  not  easy  to 
teach  and  train  the  blind  with  the  sighted  person.  But  if  these  obstacles  can 
be  surmounted,  and  it  is  believed  they  can,  all  the  physically  handicapped  will 
be  able  to  benefit  from  the  facilities  provided  in  this  fine  building. 

Talking  Books  are  becoming  more  and  more  used  by  the  housebound,  by  those 
unable  to  learn  Braille  and  where  there  is  more  than  one  blind  person  in  the 
household.  The  Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind  is  a most  active  organisation, 
assisting  the  blind  in  many  ways,  but  especially  with  holidays  and  day  outings. 

The  Society  provides  a Home  at  Hatfield  for  those  who  can  no  longer  support  them- 
selves in  their  own  homes  but  regrettably  the  accommodation  available  is  inadequate 
to  meet  the  full  County  needs . The  greatest  problem  is  the  lack  of  "bridge" 
accommodation  for  blind  persons  with  an  additional  physical  handicap  who  are 
discharged  from  hospital  and  yet  cannot  manage  to  live  alone  at  home.  The  problem 
is  most  acute  among  the  aged  blind  for  the  national  Homes  for  the  Blind  will  not 
usually  admit  those  who  require  walking  aids  and  the  like  because  of  the  hazard 
such  aids  cause  in  a sightless  community.  It  is  certainly  not  clear  at  the  moment 
how  this  type  of  problem  will  be  resolved  . 

One  of  the  developments  the  Unit  hopes  to  realise  in  the  near  future  is 
classes  in  Braille  for  sighted  parents  to  enable  them  to  correspond  with  their 
blind  children  who  are  away  from  home  at  boarding  schools. 

For  all  its  work  among  the  blind  the  Unit  receives  invaluable  assistance 
from  the  voluntary  workers.  Without  their  help  the  provision  of  the  services 
for  the  blind  would  be  that  much  smaller  and  the  lives  of  the  blind  that  much 
poorer.  We  are  grateful  for  their  help  and  we  hope  others  will  join  in  the  work. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


Home  Nurses  made  46,200  visits  last  year,  an  increase  of  approximately 
7%  over  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  first  visits  increased  by  10%. 
Fortunately  sufficient  additional  part-time  nurses  were  recruited  to  meet 
the  increased  demand . 

An  analysis  of  the  visits  shows  that  roughly  75%  were  among  the  elderly. 
Their  needs  have  become  more  apparent  since  the  introduction  of  the  scheme 
for  the  attachment  of  nurses  to  general  medical  practices  and  the  closer 
co-operation  between  doctor  and  nurse  which  has  resulted.  Not  only  have  the 
needs  of  the  elderly  become  more  apparent  but  importantly  their  whereabouts 
are  better  known . Ascertainment  must  always  precede  treatment  and  socio-medical 
services  can  never  be  fully  developed  if  the  former  receives  any  less  attention 
than  the  latter. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


The  demand  for  the  service  grows  no  less  with  the  years  nor  is  the  service 
able  to  give  all  the  help  which  is  needed.  The  butter  has,  at  times,  to  be  spread 
a little  thinly  on  the  bread.  The  weekly  case  load  averaged  around  490  cases  each 
week,  460  at  its  lowest  and  510  at  its  peak.  The  case  pattern  was  much  the  same 
as  in  previous  years  with  over  90%  of  the  persons  receiving  help  being  either 
aged,  or  suffering  from  some  form  of  chronic  ill-health  or  both.  The  shortage 
of  home  helps  was  greatest  in  Berkhamsted  and  in  the  Apsley  and  Highfield  areas 
of  Hemel  Hempstead. 

Following  the  decision  of  the  County  Council  to  raise  the  rate  of  pay  of 
night-sitters  to  the  level  of  that  of  the  home  helps,  recruitment  in  this  special 
field  was  improved  and  a register  of  night-sitters  who  could  be  immediately 
available  was  compiled.  This  service  may  not  be  often  required  but  when  it  is 
its  value  is  immense . 

The  administrative  staff  was  strengthened  by  the  appointment  of  a part- 
time  organiser  and  a full-time  clerk  allowing  much  needed  organisation  changes 
and  re-apportionment  of  duties  and  working  areas  to  be  made . 
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